Power in Weakness: Letting the Cross Speak

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (ESV)

Student Devotional

Ever feel like you need to have all the right words or an impressive persona to be
effective for Jesus? Paul’s experience with the Corinthians begs to differ. He arrived not
with a flashy presentation or polished debates, but with simple reliance on Christ. Over
these five days, we’ll discover how God’s power shows up best in our honest
weaknesses, and why the cross—not human eloquence—must be our focus.

Day 1: The Simple Power of the Cross

And I, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of
God with lofty speech or wisdom. (7 Corinthians 2:1, ESV)

Think About It:

Imagine stepping onto a stage with thousands of people watching. You’re expecting the
pressure to deliver the most polished, mind-blowing presentation ever. That’s how
Corinth felt for Paul—a city that prided itself on intellectual flair and fancy rhetoric.

But Paul chose not to compete on that level. He could’ve tried to outsmart the
philosophers, but he went the opposite route, talking plainly about Christ crucified. It’s a
reminder that true transformation doesn’t hinge on how spectacular we sound—it hinges
on Jesus’ finished work on the cross.

Culture today can make us think we have to be “experts” or “influencers” to make an
impact for God. But the gospel’s power doesn’t come from human flair; it comes from the
grace of Jesus that pierces hearts when we share it simply and sincerely.

Pray It:

Father, help me trust in the power of the cross more than in my ability to impress. Strip
away my need to appear brilliant or polished, and let my words point directly to Jesus.



Do It:

Consider one environment in your life—your workplace, school, or social media—where
you feel pressure to sound impressive. This week, speak simply about who Jesus is to
you and what He’s done in your life. Let the cross be the star of the show.

Day 2: Embracing God in Our Weakness

And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling...
(1 Corinthians 2:3, ESV)

Think About It:

Paul—this legendary missionary and apostle—openly admits being weak, fearful, and
trembling. Surprising? Maybe. Comforting? Absolutely. Because it reminds us that God
uses real, vulnerable people, not superhumans.

We live in a world that praises confidence and self-reliance. Yet Scripture constantly
shows how our limitations are actually invitations for God’s power. Think about it:

e Moses had a speech problem but led a nation to freedom.
e Gideon was the leastin his family, yet God used him to deliver Israel.
e Paulfelt fear and trembling, but his ministry turned the world upside down.

Your weaknesses don’t disqualify you from serving God—they’re the platform for His
strength to shine. When you own your vulnerability, you stop hogging the spotlight and
God takes center stage.

Pray It:

Gracious Lord, You know my struggles and insecurities. Help me see them not as barriers
but as doors for Your power. Teach me to boast in my weakness, because that’s where
You show up most clearly.

Do It:

Identify one fear or sense of inadequacy you’ve been wrestling with. Pair it with a promise
from Scripture—like 2 Corinthians 12:9, where God says, “My grace is sufficient for you.”



Memorize that verse or write it somewhere you’ll see daily, and let it remind you that
God’s strength can shine through your weakest points.

Day 3: Demonstration of the Spirit’s Power

...and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power... (1 Corinthians 2:4, ESV)

Think About It:

Ever had an amazing sermon or conversation about faith that truly changed your heart?
That’s not just the speaker being awesome—that’s the Holy Spirit at work.

Paul’s preaching wasn’t effective because he had a riveting TED Talk or a marketing plan.
It was effective because the Spirit convicted hearts, renewed minds, and nurtured real
faith. Whether through a jaw-dropping miracle or a quiet sense of conviction deep inside,
the Holy Spiritis the ultimate heart-changer.

This challenges us to lean on God, not our own persuasive skills. Sure, it’s great to prepare
well, think deeply, and speak clearly. But let’s remember that lasting spiritual fruit only
happens when the Spirit moves.

Pray It:

Holy Spirit, remind me that no human argument can truly transform a heart apart from
Your work. Let my words carry Your wisdom and compassion, pointing people to Jesus,
not to me.

Do It:

Before you have your next spiritual conversation—with a friend, in a group, or online—
pause and ask the Holy Spirit for guidance. Pray specifically for that person’s heart to be
open and for God’s words to flow through you, not your own.



Day 4: A Firm Foundation in God’s Power

...s0 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 2:5, ESV)

Think About It:

Think back to a time you heard a motivational talk or read a persuasive book that fired
you up—only to deflate when a more convincing argument or a tough crisis came along. If
our faith rests on human insight, it can crumble under pressure.

Paul wanted the Corinthians to build on something unshakeable—God’s power,
revealed through the cross and resurrection. When life gets dicey—health issues, financial
strain, relational brokenness—human wisdom feels like a cardboard shield. We need the
rock-solid assurance that Jesus overcame the grave, that the Holy Spirit is alive, and that
God’s promises hold true no matter what storms hit.

Pray It:

Lord, forgive me when | anchor my faith in charismatic personalities or my own logic.
Root me in Your eternal power, revealed in Christ’s victory over sin and death.

Do It:

Pause for a moment to recall a situation where you experienced God’s power—a
miraculous provision, a breakthrough in a struggle, or even a sense of peace in chaos.
Write it down or share it with someone. Let that testimony strengthen your confidence in
God’s unchanging might.

Day 5: Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing

For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
(1 Corinthians 2:2, ESV)



Think About It:

Paul’s laser focus was on Jesus and the cross. He wasn’t ignoring the rest of Scripture; he
was making sure every truth points back to the gospel’s core. It’s easy, even in church
circles, to get lost in side debates—philosophical tangents, cultural disputes, theological
preferences—all important in their place, but none can eclipse the cross.

When we keep Christ crucified as our central theme, it does a few things:

1. Keeps our hearts humble—we remember we’re sinners saved by grace.

2. Promotes unity—everyone kneels at the same cross.

3. Protects us from side issues overshadowing the main event—God’s redemptive
plan.

Pray It:

Jesus, thank You for the cross. Let everything | believe and teach flow from that reality.
Protect me from chasing trivial pursuits that detract from the beauty of Your sacrifice.

Do It:

Review your recent conversations—in person or online. How often did you bring up Jesus
or the cross vs. secondary issues like denominational quirks or social controversies? This
week, deliberately bring Jesus into your talk—share a Scripture, a testimony of God’s
love, or an aspect of the cross that encourages you.

You’re Ready for Class!

Over these five days, you’ve explored Paul’s mindset in Corinth—simple gospel
proclamation, embracing weakness, Spirit-led power, rooting faith in God, and
centering everything on Jesus crucified.

As you come to class, reflect on how you can live differently:

e Rely on God’s power rather than your own showiness.
e Embrace weakness as the doorway for Christ’s strength.

e Keep the cross front and center in your faith, conversations, and daily routine.



Be prepared to share which truth made the biggest impact and how you’re puttingitinto

practice. Because when we let the cross speak—above our personal flair—God does

miraculous things through ordinary people.

Before We Gather

Why might we feel pressured to rely on showiness, clever arguments, or personal
achievements to make the gospel attractive?

Imagine you’re having a conversation with a friend who views all religions as
basically the same. How could highlighting Jesus’ crucifixion help them see the
uniqueness of the Christian faith? Share one practical approach you might take in
that situation.

Think of a recent spiritual conversation where you relied mostly on your own
reasoning or knowledge. If you could revisit that moment, what specific step could
you take to invite the Holy Spirit’s leading and power into that discussion?

Think about a time when you faced a significant spiritual trial or deep doubt. How
did experiencing God’s power (rather than relying on human advice alone) help you
persevere, and how might you share that story to encourage someone else?

What practical habits help us address the fear that we lack the expertise or
charisma to share the gospel?

How can we be more intentional about listening to the Holy Spirit’s guidance in
everyday interactions, not just planned ministry events?



e Why can afaith built on human arguments alone be shaky, and what can we do to
ensure our faith (and that of others) is founded on God’s power?
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