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What Love Alone Can Do 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Student Devotional 

When your life is over, no one will summarize you by your résumé. They’ll remember how 
you made people feel. 

They won’t say, “She always crushed her deadlines,” or, “He was great in meetings.” 
They’ll say, “She made people feel seen.” “He was kind when no one else was.” “They 
loved people well.” 

That’s what Paul’s getting at in 1 Corinthians 13. 

The Corinthian church was rich in gifting but bankrupt in love. Their worship services were 
powerful, but their relationships were broken. They could teach, pray, lead, and give—but 
behind the stage was division, pride, and comparison. 

So Paul cuts through the noise: 
If you don’t have love, it doesn’t matter what else you do. 

This chapter is more than a wedding reading. It’s a mirror. It’s a reset. It’s a call to measure 
your life not by gifting, productivity, or visibility—but by love. 

This week, let God show you what love really looks like—why it matters more than anything 
else, and how it anchors everything that lasts. 

Day 1: Without Love, It’s All Hollow 

 
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal.” (1 Corinthians 13:1, ESV) 

Think About It: 
Paul starts big: tongues, prophecy, faith to move mountains, even martyrdom. Things that 
look impressive on the outside. But without love? Useless. 

It’s not that gifts don’t matter. They just don’t matter without love. 
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Paul’s image is sharp: without love, all your gifting becomes noise. Just cymbals 
crashing—loud, chaotic, irritating. That’s what ministry without love sounds like to God. 

You can teach a Bible study, lead worship, preach a sermon, even give sacrificially—but if 
it’s done to impress or control or be admired, it’s nothing. 

Love isn’t the cherry on top of ministry. It’s the engine underneath it. Without it, you’re not 
spiritually effective. You’re spiritually empty. 

Pray It: 
Lord, strip away anything I’m doing for the wrong reason. Let love be the reason, the 
motive, and the fruit of everything I do. 

Do It: 
Before you serve this week, stop and ask: “Am I doing this from love or for recognition?” 
Shift your posture to reflect the heart of Christ. 

Day 2: Love Looks Like a Life, Not Just a Feeling 

 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.” 
(1 Corinthians 13:4, ESV) 

Think About It: 
Every line of this chapter pulls love out of the clouds and puts it on the street. 

Patience with the person who tests you. 
Kindness to the one who can’t give anything back. 
No boasting. No pride. No flexing. 

This isn’t soft or sentimental—it’s hard, gritty, daily obedience. Love is not primarily 
emotion. It’s action. 

And every verb Paul uses here confronts something the Corinthians were failing in. It 
confronts us, too. 

Do you envy others’ success? 
Do you need to be noticed? 
Do you get irritated when people don’t do it your way? 
Do you keep score when you’re wronged? 
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Love doesn’t look the other way. It looks people in the eye. It stays kind when it’s not 
returned. It keeps showing up when others fade. 

And it can’t be faked. You can’t perform this kind of love. It has to be produced in you—by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Pray It: 
Jesus, I want my love to look like Yours. Form in me what I can’t produce on my own. 
Replace irritation with kindness. Replace pride with humility. 

Do It: 
Pick the trait from verses 4–7 you struggle with most. Keep it in front of you today. Ask the 
Spirit to produce that in you—on purpose. 

Day 3: Love Doesn’t Flinch When It’s Hard 

 
“[Love] does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful…” 
(1 Corinthians 13:5, ESV) 

Think About It: 
Love shows up clearest when things aren’t going your way. 

When your plans get interrupted. 
When people don’t meet your expectations. 
When someone wounds you and never says sorry. 

Real love doesn’t demand control. It doesn’t explode in anger. It doesn’t quietly keep a list 
of every way you’ve been hurt. 

We do all of that naturally. But love—real love—doesn’t flow from instinct. It flows from 
surrender. 

Love isn’t soft. It’s strong. Strong enough to absorb offense without retaliating. Strong 
enough to lay down your need to win. Strong enough to forgive when you’ve been wronged. 

And that’s the kind of love Jesus shows you. 

Pray It: 
Father, when I’m tempted to demand or explode or keep score, remind me of the grace 
You’ve shown me. Teach me to love like I’ve been loved. 
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Do It: 
Think of someone who’s disappointed or hurt you. Today, speak one word of grace. Do one 
act of kindness. Let love lead, not irritation. 

 

Day 4: Love Is What Lasts 

 
“Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away… faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:8, 13, ESV) 

Think About It: 
The things we tend to value most—position, gifting, knowledge—are all temporary. 

Prophecies will stop. 
Tongues will cease. 
Knowledge will fade. 

But love? It never ends. 

Love is the one thing you do now that echoes into eternity. 

Think about that. One hundred years from now, the conversations you had, the way you 
forgave, the kindness you showed—that’s what lasts. 

Faith will one day become sight. Hope will be fulfilled. But love? Love keeps going. Love is 
forever. 

So if you’re going to invest in something, let it be love. Not visibility. Not applause. Not 
status. 

Love. 

Pray It: 
God, help me build my life on what will last. Don’t let me chase things that will pass away. 
Anchor me in Your love—and help me reflect it well. 

Do It: 
Look at your daily planner. Where are you spending the most time? What could you trade 
today for one act of intentional, eternal love? 
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Day 5: Let Love Define Your Legacy 

 
“If I have not love, I am nothing… the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:2, 13, 
ESV) 

Think About It: 
You don’t get to write your own eulogy—but you’re living it. 

People won’t remember your resume. They’ll remember your character. 

Were you gentle when you could’ve been harsh? 
Did you tell the truth with grace? 
Did you make people feel safe—or small? 

That’s what lasts. 

The loudest sermon you preach may never come from a platform. It might come from how 
you treat the person others ignore. 

The most powerful ministry you have may not be visible. It may be quiet, faithful, unseen—
but full of love. 

Love isn’t one thing. It’s everything. 

It’s not a strategy. It’s the standard. It’s the legacy Jesus left, and the one we’re called to 
carry. 

Pray It: 
Jesus, let love be the loudest thing about my life. Teach me to live in a way that echoes into 
eternity—not through what I’ve done, but through how I’ve loved. 

Do It: 
Ask a mentor or trusted friend this week, “What am I known for?” Then ask God to make 
love the loudest answer to that question in the future. 

Conclusion: Only Love Will Remain 

Love isn’t a side note in the Christian life—it’s the foundation. You can be gifted, 
knowledgeable, and bold, but if love isn’t behind it, it doesn’t hold up. This week has been 
a reminder that what matters most isn’t how visible your faith is, but how deeply it loves. 
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Real love shows up with patience, kindness, humility, and grace—even when it’s hard. As 
you look back over your week, don’t just ask what you got done. Ask how well you loved. 
That’s what lasts. 

See you Sunday. 
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