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When God Speaks: Hope at the Beginning

Genesis 1:1 (ESV)

Student Devotional

Before time ticked its first second, God already was.
Before matter moved, before light broke through the void, before your first breath—God
was speaking.

Genesis 1:1isn’t just the Bible’s opening; it’s the foundation for everything. Without this
verse, the rest of Scripture has no weight. But when you start here, the whole world begins
to make sense.

This week, we’re not rushing past the first line. We’re going to stand on it. Because when
God speaks, everything begins, including hope.

Day 1: Before There Was a Beginning, There Was God
“In the beginning, God...” (Genesis 1:1a, ESV)

Think About It:
The Bible doesn’t begin with us. It begins with God. Not with explanation, but with
presence. Not with theories, but with a name.

God doesn’t defend His existence. He declares it. Before there was time, gravity, oceans,
or language, He already was. That means He doesn’t evolve, change, age, or wear out. He’s
not made of atoms. He made atoms. He isn’t limited by time. He created it.

And that means your life—every second of it—is held inside something far bigger than you.

This verse silences every lie of self-sufficiency. You’re not the main character of reality.
You’re not self-made. You’re not random. You exist because the eternal God chose to
create, and you’re part of what He made.

And because He was there in the beginning, He’ll still be there in the end.

Pray It:
God, You are not just old. You are eternal. Thank You for existing before everything and
holding all things together, including me. Help me trust You more than what | see.
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Do It:
Set aside one minute in silence today. In that quiet, reflect on this: God was here before
the beginning, and He’s still holding your story now.

Day 2: The Word That Made Everything

“...God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1b, ESV)

Think About It:

When the Bible says God “created,” it uses a word (bara’) reserved only for Him. [t means
something came from nothing. Not rearranged matter. Not recycled space. From nothing,
God spoke and galaxies exploded into existence.

You can build things. But only God can create existence itself.

That means your world is not self-sustained. It is spoken. Held together. Designed by
someone who doesn’t need help or permission.

And that includes you.
You were never a mistake. Never an accident. Never a random product of nature.
You were crafted by the Creator Himself.

That should make us small in the best way—humbled, not humiliated. God didn’t need us,
but He wanted us. That’s grace. That’s a foundation you can live on.

Pray It:
Creator God, thank You for making everything with purpose—including me. Help me see
this world and my life as gifts from Your hand.

Do It:
Write this somewhere visible: “My life is not random. | was created by God.” Let it anchor
your identity this week.

Day 3: Nothing Exists Outside His Reach
“The heavens and the earth...” (Genesis 1:1b, ESV)

Think About It:
That phrase isn’t just poetic. It’s total. “The heavens and the earth” means everything, from
black holes to your eyelashes. The Bible’s telling you there is no such thing as a godless
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space. No corner of the universe is off His grid. Every galaxy is rented. Every breath is
borrowed.

This includes the invisible too: spiritual realms, emotions, angels, gravity, time. Colossians
says it clearly: “All things were created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16).

So what does that mean for you?

It means your doubts don’t scare Him. Your fears don’t hide from Him. Your painisn’t too
deep, and your questions aren’t too much. Every inch of creation answers to Him, and He
rules it all with wisdom, power, and goodness.

You don’t need to be in control when you trust the One who already is.

Pray It:
Lord, nothing is outside Your reach. You created everything | see and everything | don’t.
Help me stop trying to run parts of my life that already belong to You.

Do It:
Take a short walk today. Notice something small in nature—a leaf, an ant, a cloud. Let it
remind you: even the tiniest things are created and sustained by God.

Day 4: Designhed, Not Accidental
“In the beginning, God created...” (Genesis 1:1, ESV)

Think About It:
You’re not here by cosmic coincidence.

The stars aren’t just beautiful; they’re intentional. The oceans don’t just exist; they were
designed. The shape of the earth, the laws of nature, your fingerprint—it all comes from a
God who creates with purpose.

Genesis 1:1 cuts through every philosophy that says life is chaos. That verse says no—this
is crafted. And if the world is designed, then so are you.

Revelation 4:11 says it plainly: “By Your will they existed and were created.” You are here
because God wanted you to be.

That should change how you view your worth. You’re not here because you’re impressive.
You’re here because God is good. And He doesn’t make things by accident.
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Pray It:
God, thank You for designing me with intention. Help me live like someone You created on
purpose and remind me that You waste nothing.

Do It:
Write down one thing about yourself you often wish were different. Then write this over it:
“Even this is seen by the Creator.”

Day 5: It All Belongs to Him
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof...” (Psalm 24:1, ESV)

Think About It:
If God created everything, He owns everything. That includes your stuff, your breath, your
gifts, your future.

That truth reorients us. We don’t give God part of our lives. We are His. All of it. That’s what
Genesis 1:1 declares: you are not your own. You were made. That’s not limiting. That’s
freeing. You don’t have to build your identity. You get to receive it from the One who made
you.

Creation exists to point back to its Maker. That includes you.
So what does your life say about your Creator?

Pray It:
Father, | don’t want to live like I’'m the owner. I’'m Yours. Help me steward what You’ve
given and reflect Your glory in how | live.

Do It:

Pray this short surrender: “Everything | am is Yours.” Then take one specific part of your
life—your phone habits, your time, your attitude—and ask, “What would it look like to
glorify God with this today?”

Conclusion: The Foundation That Holds

Before anything moved, God was already speaking.
Before you breathed, God had already planned.
Before the world turned chaotic, the foundation was already laid.
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Genesis 1:1is more than the beginning of a book. It’s the beginning of everything. The
ground beneath your worship. The base under your questions. The frame that gives
meaning to your life.

This verse anchors identity, reality, and eternity. And it’s the first word of hope.

See you Sunday.
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