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When God Speaks: The Crown of Creation 

Genesis 1:26-31 

 Teacher Guide 

Introduction: The Weight of Being Human 

In 1968, astronaut William Anders snapped one of the most famous photos ever taken, 
Earthrise. From the window of Apollo 8, he captured our planet rising above the lunar 
horizon: a blue and white sphere, fragile and stunning, hanging in the dark. That single 
image reshaped how people thought about our place in the universe. For the first time, 
humanity saw how small we really are, and yet, how deeply significant this home is. 

Genesis 1 ends with a similar perspective shift. After forming and filling the heavens and 
the earth, God focuses on one final act of creation, not by mere command, but by divine 
deliberation: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” Humanity is small 
compared to galaxies, but infinitely significant because of whose image we bear. These 
verses remind us that we were created with purpose, identity, and authority, all under the 
rule of the One whose Word spoke everything into existence. 

Opening Question: 

Have you ever had a moment that made you realize both how small and how significant 
you are (a mountaintop view, holding a newborn, seeing a night sky? What did that moment 
stir in you? 

Possible Answers: 

• Awe at God’s greatness and care for us. 
• Gratitude that He notices and loves us even in our smallness. 
• A reminder that life has meaning because it comes from Him. 
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I. The God Who Shares His Image 

Genesis 1:26–27 - 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. 

What’s Going On Here? 

God Deliberates Before He Creates (v. 26) 
For the first time in Genesis 1, the rhythm of creation slows. Up to this point, each act of 
creation begins abruptly: “And God said, ‘Let there be…’” But when humanity comes into 
view, something changes. God pauses and speaks within His own counsel: “Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness.” The plural language reflects divine deliberation. 
Throughout Scripture, God is portrayed as presiding over His heavenly council—His divine 
assembly of supernatural beings who serve and worship Him (Psalm 82:1; Job 38:7; 1 Kings 
22:19–23). But this “us” is not a shared act of creation—God alone does the creating (v. 
27). The language highlights the weight and uniqueness of what He is about to do. Out of 
everything He has made, only humanity is crafted with personal reflection and relational 
intimacy. This is not the creation of mere function—it’s the creation of representation. 

God Creates Humanity in His Image and Likeness (v. 27a) 
 The terms image (tselem) and likeness (demut) are packed with meaning. To bear God’s 
image is not about physical appearance—it’s about status and vocation. In the ancient 
Near East, kings were called the “image” of their gods and placed statues of themselves 
throughout their realms to represent their authority. Genesis turns that royal imagery on its 
head. Every human being, not just rulers or elites, is God’s living image placed in His 
cosmic temple to reflect His rule and character. Humanity is created to represent God’s 
reign on earth, exercising stewardship over creation in harmony with His will. Psalm 8:5–6 
captures this reality: “You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your 
hands.” 

Being made “in His likeness” points to relational resemblance, we were designed for 
communion with God. We are not autonomous rulers, but vice-regents. As the moon 
reflects the light of the sun, we reflect the glory of the One whose image we bear. 
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Humanity Is Created Male and Female (v. 27b) 
 The text immediately emphasizes both unity and distinction: “male and female he created 
them.” Both sexes equally bear God’s image and share His mission. This was a 
revolutionary statement in a world where only kings, priests, or men were thought to 
represent deity. Genesis levels the ground. Male and female together reflect the fullness of 
the divine image. Humanity’s diversity is not a threat to unity, it’s a reflection of the 
relational nature of the Creator Himself. 

Throughout Scripture, this equality of worth and purpose is reinforced. In Christ, the image 
is being renewed (Colossians 3:10), and the Spirit is restoring what sin distorted. Gender, 
race, and status do not determine value, God’s image does. To demean another person, 
therefore, is to dishonor the image of God in them. To abuse power, exploit others, or 
harbor prejudice is not only social sin—it’s theological rebellion against the very design of 
creation. 

The Image of God and the Mission of God (vv. 26–27) 
To bear God’s image means to represent His rule in the world He has made. This gives 
meaning to everything from stewardship of the environment to how we treat one another. 
Our calling as image-bearers is to reflect the righteousness, justice, and love of God into 
creation, and to mirror creation’s praise back to Him. We are His royal priests in His 
cosmic temple (see Genesis 2:15; Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9). When we live out that calling, 
we participate in the order and flourishing God intended from the beginning. 

Discussion Question 

What does it mean for our daily lives that every person is made in the image of God? 

Possible Answers: 

• It gives every human being inherent dignity and value. 
• It calls us to treat others with the same honor God gives them. 
• It reminds us that our identity is rooted in God, not in performance, power, or 

position. 
• It shows that our lives have purpose, to reflect God’s character and advance His 

mission in the world. 
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II. The God Who Gives Humanity Dominion 

Genesis 1:26, 28–30 — “And let them have dominion over the fish… the birds… the 
livestock… and over all the earth.” 

What’s Going On Here? 

Dominion as Stewardship, Not Exploitation (vv. 26, 28) 
 When God says, “Let them have dominion,” He entrusts humanity with real authority—but 
not absolute authority. The Hebrew word radah means “to rule” or “to reign,” but its 
context always assumes responsibility and care. Humanity’s dominion is delegated; it 
mirrors God’s own righteous rule. We do not own creation—we manage it on behalf of its 
true King. 

This stands in sharp contrast to how ancient cultures viewed dominion. In the ancient Near 
East, kings ruled as divine representatives, often oppressing their people to demonstrate 
power. Genesis democratizes dominion—every human being, male and female, bears the 
image of God and shares in His royal commission. Our calling is not to exploit the earth’s 
resources, but to cultivate and protect them. Dominion means tending, not taking. It’s 
Adam in the garden “to work it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15). 

Psalm 8 beautifully interprets this: “You have made him a little lower than the heavenly 
beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works 
of your hands; you have put all things under his feet.” Humanity is crowned, but not 
enthroned. Our rule is always under His rule. The same God who brings order out of chaos 
now invites us to join Him in maintaining that order—to rule with wisdom, justice, and 
compassion. 

Fruitfulness as a Blessing (v. 28) 
Before God commands, He blesses. The first words humanity hears from their Creator are 
not demands but delight: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.” This is 
the Creator sharing His joy. Just as God filled the heavens and the earth with life, He now 
calls humanity to extend that life—to fill the earth with image-bearers who reflect His glory. 

This blessing is far broader than reproduction; it’s participation in God’s creative purpose. 
To be fruitful means to produce life and goodness in every sphere—raising families, 
building communities, cultivating beauty, creating art, discovering truth, and building 
justice. Every creative act done for God’s glory echoes this original mandate. It’s the divine 
partnership that transforms work into worship. 
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The command to “subdue” (kabash) doesn’t mean to crush or destroy; it means to harness 
and cultivate. Humanity is tasked with drawing out creation’s potential so that the whole 
world becomes what the Garden was—a place of flourishing and fellowship with God. 

Provision and Purpose (vv. 29–30) 
God immediately provides what His creation needs to fulfill His purposes. He gives seed-
bearing plants and fruit trees for food—not just for humanity, but for every creature that 
moves upon the earth. The emphasis is on abundance, not scarcity. In the world before sin, 
there is no competition for survival, no violence, no exploitation—only harmony between 
Creator, creation, and caretaker. 

This provision reveals something about God’s heart: He never commands without 
equipping. When He calls humanity to fill the earth and care for it, He supplies everything 
necessary for that calling. The Creator’s generosity sustains the creation’s flourishing. 
Psalm 145:16 declares, “You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.” 
Every seed, every harvest, every ecosystem is a reflection of that open hand. 

This passage also shows that provision is part of our mission. We are not merely 
consumers of creation’s bounty but participants in its stewardship. The human task is to 
use God’s gifts to bring about life, not destruction—to cultivate the world in ways that 
mirror His creative goodness. 

Dominion Within Dependence (vv. 28–30) 
 The picture of dominion in Genesis 1 is royal, but it is also humble. We reign, but we rely. 
We rule, but we are ruled. This delicate balance between authority and dependence is the 
heart of biblical stewardship. The dominion of humanity is meant to reflect the dominion of 
God—wise, generous, life-giving, and ordered. When we forget that dependence, dominion 
becomes domination, and creation groans under our sin (Romans 8:22). 

Genesis 1 closes the dominion commission with this truth: every good thing—every plant, 
every creature, every person—exists under the Word and provision of God. We do not hold 
creation together; He does. Our role is to care for what He has made and to reflect His rule 
with gratitude and grace. 

Discussion Question 

How does seeing our work and care for creation as stewardship, rather than ownership, 
change how we live? 

Possible Answers: 
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• It reminds us that the world belongs to God, not us. 
• It calls us to use resources wisely and worshipfully. 
• It helps us see our work—whatever it is—as participation in God’s creative plan. 
• It challenges us to lead and influence others with humility, not self-interest. 
• It restores dignity to everyday labor, reminding us that all of life is sacred service. 

III. The God Who Declares His Creation “Very Good” 

Genesis 1:31 — “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good.” 

What’s Going On Here? 

“Very Good” Completes the Pattern (Genesis 1:31a) 
Throughout the creation week, God pauses after each creative act and calls it “good.” But 
now, for the first time, the declaration intensifies: “very good” (tov meod in Hebrew). The 
difference between “good” and “very good” is not about perfection—it’s about completion. 
Everything God intended has now come into being. The heavens and the earth are ordered, 
filled, and functioning exactly as He designed. The image bearers stand at the center of this 
completed world, ready to reflect His glory and rule on His behalf. 

This moment is the crescendo of the entire chapter—the completion of the “forming and 
filling” pattern. What began as “formless and void” (Genesis 1:2) is now structured and 
full, alive and thriving. Humanity’s presence is the capstone of creation because only 
humans are made to represent the Creator to the creation. Without them, the world would 
be good; with them, it becomes very good, because now the Creator’s own image dwells 
within His world. 

The Goodness of Creation Reveals the Goodness of God (Genesis 1:31a) 
 Genesis 1:31 proclaims something revolutionary in the ancient world: that the physical, 
material universe is good. Ancient pagan myths often saw the material world as a 
byproduct of conflict or divine accident. Later philosophies—like Gnosticism—would 
claim that matter was evil and only the spiritual realm was pure. Genesis demolishes both 
ideas. The earth, the human body, the work of the hands—all of it is good, because it 
comes from the heart of a good God. 

This truth becomes a foundation for everything that follows in Scripture. When sin enters 
the story in Genesis 3, it does not destroy the goodness of creation—it distorts it. The world 
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remains good, but broken. Redemption, then, is not about escaping creation, but restoring 
it. Romans 8:21 says that creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
share in the freedom of the glory of the children of God. The gospel is not God abandoning 
His good world, but God reclaiming it. 

Because creation is good, life is sacred. Work, rest, marriage, beauty, and physical 
creation itself are all part of God’s good design. Psalm 24:1 reminds us, “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” Every square inch of creation still belongs to Him and still 
declares His glory (Psalm 19:1). 

“Evening and Morning”—The Sixth Day (Genesis 1:31b) 
The chapter closes with the familiar refrain: “And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day.” The cycle of day and night continues under God’s sovereign order. 
But unlike previous days, this one concludes the pattern of God’s creative work. The 
rhythm doesn’t end in exhaustion, but in satisfaction. God is not weary—He is pleased. He 
looks upon all that He has made and delights in it. The Creator is not distant from His 
creation; He is intimately involved, evaluating, blessing, and rejoicing in the work of His 
hands. 

This foreshadows the Sabbath rest that follows in Genesis 2:1–3. God’s “very good” 
declaration is not the end of work, but the beginning of rest—the kind that comes when 
purpose is fulfilled and order is complete. Everything is ready for relationship between God 
and His image bearers. 

The “Very Good” Declaration and the Gospel 
 Genesis 1:31 is the seed of the gospel. God’s original declaration of “very good” finds its 
echo in the New Creation, when Christ—“the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 
1:15)—restores what was lost. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus redeems a 
fallen creation and declares again, “Behold, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 
The story of Scripture moves from “very good” to “broken” to “made new.” The same God 
who delighted in His first creation delights in its redemption. 

This means our hope is not to escape the material world, but to see it renewed. The 
resurrected Jesus—still embodied, still human—is the first evidence that God’s original 
“very good” design will stand forever. 
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Discussion Question 

What difference does it make in our lives to know that God called His creation, including 
humanity, “very good”? 

Possible Answers: 

• It assures us that God’s design is intentional, purposeful, and beautiful. 
• It challenges us to see our work, our relationships, and our world as sacred, not 

disposable. 
• It teaches us that redemption restores creation—it doesn’t replace it. 
• It gives us confidence to live joyfully and gratefully in a world that still bears the 

fingerprints of its Maker. 

Living Out God’s Grace Today 

A. Remember Who You Are. 
You were made in the image of God. That means your value isn’t earned; it’s bestowed. 
Before you ever achieved anything, before you ever failed at anything, God stamped His 
image on you and said you were worth creating. Your worth doesn’t come from what you 
do, how you look, or what others think, it comes from whose you are. 

The world will constantly try to redefine you by your performance, possessions, or 
popularity. But Genesis reminds us that your identity is anchored in the unchanging truth of 
creation: you belong to God. Isaiah 43:1 says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name, you are mine.” That means you can live with confidence, not 
comparison. You are more than a name, a number, or a role—you are His image-bearer, 
created for glory. 

B. Reflect God’s Character in How You Treat People. 
If every person bears God’s image, then every human interaction is holy ground. From the 
stranger in line at the store to the coworker who tests your patience, each carries the divine 
imprint. To honor them is to honor their Maker; to mistreat them is to deface the image of 
God. 

This truth dismantles pride and prejudice alike. Racism, abuse, gossip, and indifference all 
flow from forgetting that the person across from us carries eternal worth. James 3:9 
rebukes this sharply: “With [our tongues] we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse people who are made in the likeness of God.” 
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When you choose kindness over contempt, patience over irritation, forgiveness over 
bitterness, you reflect the character of the God whose image you bear. The gospel restores 
that reflection through Christ, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). 

C. See Work as Worship. 
God’s first command to humanity was not about what to avoid, it was about what to do: 
“Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it.” In that moment, He dignified work. 
Tilling the ground, teaching a child, cooking a meal, leading a team—these are not secular 
tasks; they are sacred stewardship. Every good job done in faith echoes God’s creative 
order. 

Work becomes worship when it’s done with gratitude and excellence, not just for a 
paycheck but for His pleasure. Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord and not for men.” That means how you teach, serve, create, or build matters 
deeply to God. Even when the job feels mundane or unseen, your labor in the Lord is never 
in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

When you show up with integrity, treat people fairly, and give your best effort, you’re doing 
what Adam and Eve were created to do—cultivate God’s world for His glory. 

D. Delight in God’s “Very Good” World. 
After declaring His creation “very good,” God rested, not because He was tired, but 
because He was satisfied. We reflect His heart when we learn to delight in His world 
instead of rushing through it. Slow down. Step outside. Notice the beauty in a sunrise, the 
laughter of children, the taste of a meal shared with friends. Each is a sermon of God’s 
goodness. 

The world is broken, yes, but it’s also still brimming with evidence of the Creator’s joy. 
Psalm 104:24 says, “O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made 
them all; the earth is full of your creatures.” Every day holds moments that whisper, “It is 
still good.” 

To delight in creation is to worship the Creator. Gratitude grounds you in God’s grace. Every 
good and perfect gift, from the steady rhythm of your heartbeat to the beauty of a starry 
sky, comes from Him (James 1:17). 

So go ahead, enjoy His world. Breathe deeply. Laugh freely. Rest confidently. God didn’t 
just make this world to exist; He made it to be good. And He invites you to live like someone 
who still believes it. 
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Closing Prayer 

Lord, You spoke, and we were made in Your image. 
Thank You for giving us dignity, purpose, and life. 
Teach us to reflect Your character, to rule with humility, and to rejoice in Your creation. 
Help us see every person as sacred, every day as a gift, and every task as an act of worship. 
And as we live in a world You called very good, 
keep our eyes on the One who makes all things new—Jesus Christ, our true image of God. 
Amen. 
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