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When God Breaks What Pride Builds

Genesis 11:1-9

Student Devotion

Introduction

The tallest building in the world sits over 2,700 feet above the desert. But not long after its
grand opening, a crack formed in the water system. A pipe burst. Evacuations followed.
The problem wasn’t what people expected. It wasn’t the height or the glass or the steel. It
was the foundation.

That’s what pride does. It builds high on shaky ground. It seeks a name. It reaches far. But
eventually, the cracks show.

Genesis 11 tells the story of a tower, a people, and a plan that looked strong until God
stepped in. The builders wanted a monument. God wanted obedience. They wanted to stay
together. God had called them to scatter. They wanted to make their own name great. God
had already offered them His.

This week, we learn what happens when pride drives the plan and what it looks like when
God steps in, not to ruin the future, but to reset it.

Day 1: When Pride Looks Like Progress

“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a name for ourselves...” (Genesis 11:4, ESV)

Think About It:

The people were united. They were building. They had discovered new technology and
wanted to leave a mark. None of those things are wrong by themselves. The problem was
the motive.

They weren’t building in worship. They were building for reputation. Their goal wasn’t
obedience. It was self-exaltation. They were using unity and innovation to glorify
themselves instead of the God who had created them.



Mar 23 — Mar 29, 2026

Pride doesn’t always look like rebellion. Sometimes it looks like progress. We can chase
dreams, pursue goals, and make plans that look strong on the outside but have no
foundation in God’s will.

God isn’t against building. He is against building without Him.

Pray It:
Father, show me where | have been making plans to impress others instead of honoring
You. Teach me to build on what pleases You, not just what looks good to me.

Do It:

Think about one project, dream, or goal in your life. Ask God, “Is this about making Your
name known or making mine bigger?” Be honest, and ask Him to lead you forward from the
right place.

Day 2: When Settling Means Disobedience

“And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and
settled there.” (Genesis 11:2, ESV)

Think About It:
God had told people to fill the earth. But the builders of Babel found a plane and decided
to stay. Their settling looked practical. It probably felt wise. But it was disobedient.

Sometimes the most dangerous decisions we make are not the obvious ones. They are the
ones that seem safe, smart, or strategic but are actually a quiet resistance to what God
said.

It can feel easier to stay where you are than to obey God when He says go. But settling in a
place God never told you to stay always leads to drift. It moves your life off course, even if it
happens slowly.

God’s direction is always better than our comfort.

Pray It:
Lord, help me follow You even when it feels easier to stay where | am. Show me where I’'ve
settled in places that You never told me to stop.
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Do It:
Ask yourself: “Am | living in obedience, or am | choosing what’s easy?” Write down one
place where God may be calling you to move in faith.

Day 3: When God Comes Down

“And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man
had built.” (Genesis 11:5, ESV)

Think About It:
The builders thought they were reaching the heavens. From their view, the tower probably
looked impressive. From God’s view, it was small.

God is never threatened by what humans build. He sees every motive and every decision.
He knows the difference between confidence and arrogance. When He comes down, it’s

not because He cannot see from heaven. It’s because He chooses to step into the middle
of what we are doing and evaluate it.

God does not overlook pride. He examines it. He addresses it. And He interrupts it when it
threatens to replace His purpose with our ambition.

When He comes down, He is not showing weakness. He is showing justice and mercy.

Pray It:
God, help me remember that You see my heart. Expose anything I’'m building that You
never asked for, and correct me with Your wisdom.

Do It:
Take five minutes today and ask God to examine your heart. Ask Him to show you one
motive you need to bring into the light and surrender.

Day 4: When Unity Is Dangerous

“And this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.” (Genesis 11:6, ESV)

Think About It:
God saw the people’s unity and said it would only lead to more rebellion. That sounds
strange. Isn’t unity a good thing?
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Unity is powerful, but it becomes dangerous when it moves in the wrong direction. When
people are united in pride, their collective ambition can lead them farther away from God.

God stepped in to confuse their language and scatter them. This was not punishment
without purpose. It was protection. If they had stayed together, their pride would have
destroyed them.

Sometimes God separates what looks strong because it is becoming destructive. When He
does that, itis not rejection. It is mercy.

Pray It:
Father, thank You for protecting me from myself. When You redirect my plans or scatter
what | thought was good, help me trust that You see what | cannot.

Do It:
Think back on a time when God broke somethingin your life. How did it protect you? Write
it down and thank Him for His mercy in the middle of disappointment.

Day 5: When Scattering Sets Up Redemption

“Therefore its name was called Babel... and from there the LORD dispersed them over
the face of all the earth.” (Genesis 11:9, ESV)

Think About It:

The people wanted to stay together. They wanted to build something permanent. But God
scattered them. He forced them to fill the earth, just as He had commanded in the
beginning.

It looked like failure. It felt like loss. But it was actually the first step in God's redemptive
plan.

Right after this, in Genesis 12, God calls Abram and begins a new story. Out of the
scattering of Babel comes the promise of a people who will bless every nation.

God's correction at Babel did not cancel His mission. It prepared the way for it. The
scattering made room for redemption.

That same pattern still plays out in our lives. What feels like a setback may be the start of
something better.
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Pray It:
God, | believe Your plan is bigger than mine. When You scatter what | build, help me trust
that You are preparing something better.

Do It:
Look at one part of your life that feels broken or uncertain. Ask God to show you how He
might be using that to set up something He wants to build.

Conclusion: Let God Build What Will Last

Genesis 11 shows what happens when we build without God. It shows what happens when
pride replaces obedience and when ambition forgets dependence. But more than that, it
shows us that even in judgment, God is still moving His plan forward.

He scattered the proud, but He was already calling Abram. He broke the tower, but He was
already planning the cross. He confused the language, but He was already preparing the
gospel to be preached in every tongue.

You do not need to build your name. God already gave you His. You do not need to prove
yourself. God already made a way. Let Him tear down what will not last, and let Him build
in you what cannot fail.

See you Sunday.
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