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The God Who Seals His Promise in Blood

Genesis 15:1-21

Teacher Guide

Introduction: When a Promise Feels Too Big to Hold

In the last decade, many Americans have watched loved ones step into military service. At
basic training graduations across the country, there is a familiar moment when young
recruits stand before their families and repeat the oath to “support and defend the
Constitution of the United States.” The words are steady. The commitment is sincere.
Parents feel pride rise in their hearts. Yet veterans will often say that only time reveals the
real weight of those words. It is one thing to make a promise on a parade field. It is another
thing to carry that promise through long deployments, real conflict, separation from family,
and nights when fear presses close. The commitmentis genuine on day one, but the reality
of it tests a person over months and years.

That picture mirrors something Abram feels in Genesis 15. Abram had already answered
God’s callin Genesis 12. He had left his homeland. He had given up everything familiar. He
had trusted God’s promise of descendants and land. But years have passed, and the
promise feels heavier now. Abram remains childless. Enemies live in the land God
promised him. His household grows older. The tension between what God has said and
what Abram can see presses deeply on his heart. The promise is still true, but it feels too
large for him to carry.

The background of Genesis 15 makes that tension even clearer. In the ancient world, being
childless was not only a personal sorrow. It meant having no heir to pass on your
inheritance, no one to defend your household, and no way to see your future continue after
your death. God had promised Abram descendants, yet Abram saw none. God had
promised him land, yet Canaanites and Perizzites lived in it. God had promised blessing,
yet Abram had just returned from battle and turned down the riches of Sodom. Everything
God promised still appeared far away.

Genesis 15 meets Abram in that moment. God does not rebuke Abram for feeling the
weight. He speaks to him, reassures him, invites his questions, reveals the future, and then
enters into a covenant ceremony so staggering that it becomes the foundation for the
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entire biblical story of salvation. God shows Abram that His promises do not rest on
Abram’s strength, Abram’s timing, or Abram’s resources. They rest entirely on God’s
character. Abram learns that faith is not holding a promise by sheer willpower. Faith is
entrusting it to the God who binds Himself to fulfill every word He has spoken.

Opening Question

Have you ever believed a promise from God or a truth from Scripture, but struggled to see
how it could ever come to pass?

Possible Answers:

e Waiting for God to provide in a difficult season

e Trusting God through infertility or health struggles

e Believing God would restore a relationship

e Praying for someone’s salvation for years

e Trusting God’s plan when circumstances looked impossible

l. God Speaks Peace to a Fearful Heart (vv. 1-6)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God Meets Abram in His Fear (v. 1)

Genesis 15 opens with the divine phrase, “the word of the Lord came to Abram,” signaling
a prophetic, covenant-level encounter. Abram has just rescued Lot, confronted powerful
kings, and refused the wealth of Sodom. Outwardly he appears victorious, but his heart is
vulnerable. He stands in a land not yet his, facing enemies he cannot control, and holding a
promise that feels too large for him to sustain. God meets him with the command used
repeatedly throughout Scripture when He draws near to His people: “Do not fear.” God
knows fear is the enemy of faith and the reflex of the human heart when circumstances
look larger than God’s promise.

God then declares, “l am your shield,” grounding Abram’s security not in allies or armies
butin God Himself. He follows with, “Your reward shall be very great,” reminding Abram
that the blessing of God far surpasses anything the king of Sodom could offer. Abram
turned down the riches of a wicked city, and God assures him that he will not lose anything
by walking in faith. The God who called Abram will protect him and provide for him.
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2) Abram Brings Honest Questions to God (vv. 2-3)

Abram’s first response to God’s reassurance is not polished confidence but honest
lament. He asks how God’s promise can be fulfilled when he remains childless. Eliezer, his
servant, appears to be the only possible heir. Abram believes God, yet the gap between
promise and present reality troubles him deeply. Scripture does not rebuke Abram for
these questions. Honest wrestling before God is presented throughout the Bible as an
expression of authentic faith. Moses questioned how God would deliver Israel, Hannah
poured out her sorrow in prayer, and David asked hard questions in his psalms.

Abram models the kind of faith that brings confusion and longing to the Lord rather than
turning away. His questions do not weaken the promise. Instead, they become the
doorway through which God speaks deeper truth. Faith is not the absence of questions. It
is the choice to bring those questions to the God who speaks, sustains, and fulfills His
word.

3) God Expands Abram’s Vision (vv. 4-5)

God responds to Abram not with correction but with revelation. He promises that Abram
willindeed have a son from his own body, ruling out the idea of a surrogate heir. Then God
brings Abram outside and directs his gaze toward the night sky. The imagery is deliberate.
Abram had been focused on earthly limitations, but God lifts his eyes to the heavens He
created. Just as God filled the sky with innumerable stars, He will fill Abram’s future with
descendants beyond counting. This moment mirrors the creative power of Genesis 1. The
God who speaks galaxies into existence will speak His promise into Abram’s life.

The stars become a visual sermon. They remind Abram that the God he serves is not
constrained by age, barrenness, or earthly impossibility. Faith grows when perspective
shifts from what we lack to the immeasurable greatness of God. Abram cannot orchestrate
the promise, but he can trust the One who set the stars in place and governs every detail of
His covenant.

4) Abram Believes and God Counts Him Righteous (v. 6)

Genesis 15:6 stands as one of the central pillars of Scripture. Abram “believed the Lord,”
meaning he leaned the full weight of his future, fears, and expectations on God’s promise.
His faith is not perfect, but it is directed toward the perfect One. In response, God
“counted itto him as righteousness.” This is a legal and relational declaration. God credits
righteousness to Abram not because of his performance, but because of his trust. This



Apr 20 - Apr 26, 2026

verse becomes the foundation of Paul’s teaching in Romans 4 and Galatians 3. Salvation
has always been by grace through faith.

Abram’s righteousness is not the result of heroic deeds, moral perfection, or spiritual
achievement. It is the gift of a covenant God who justifies those who trust His word.
Genesis 15 reveals that righteousness is not achieved. It is received. It rests on God’s
faithfulness, not human merit. And it becomes the pattern by which God will redeem all
who believe in Him.

Discussion Question

What does Abram’s honest struggle and God’s gentle response teach us about how faith
and doubt interact in the Christian life?

Possible Answers:

e God welcomes honest questions

e Faithis strengthened by God’s character, not circumstances
e Righteousness comes by believing, not performing

e God meets fear with His presence and promises

ll. God Confirms His Promise Through Covenant (vv. 7-16)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God Anchors the Promise in His Character (v. 7)

God begins by reminding Abram who He is and what He has already done. “l am the Lord
who brought you out of Ur.” In Scripture, God often grounds present promises in past
salvation. He later says to Israel, “| am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt,”
before giving the Ten Commandments. God’s track record becomes the foundation for
future trust. He is not asking Abram to believe in a vacuum. He is calling Abram to
remember how faithfully He has already acted. The God who brought him out will be the
God who brings him in.

Abram responds with a sincere question: “How am | to know that | shall possess it?” This
question does not express unbelief. It expresses the longing for assurance. Abram wants
to know how God will bridge the gap between promise and fulfillment. God does not
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rebuke Abram for asking. Instead, He prepares to give Abram something far stronger than a
verbal reassurance. He will give him covenant.

2) God Commands a Covenant Ceremony (vv. 8-10)

God instructs Abram to prepare animals for the covenant ceremony. Abram understands
immediately what God is asking. In the ancient Near East, covenants were ratified through
a solemn ritual. Animals were cut in two, and the covenanting parties walked between the
pieces as if to say, “May what happened to these animals happen to me if | break this
covenant.” This was the most binding form of agreement known to Abram’s world. It was a
declaration of life-and-death loyalty.

Abram obeys without hesitation. He gathers the heifer, the goat, the ram, the turtledove,
and the pigeon. He arranges them as instructed. This scene reveals the seriousness of
what God is about to do. God is not merely speaking promises into the air. He is binding
Himself publicly and formally to a covenant that will define the rest of Scripture. The God of
heaven is stooping to Abram’s world to make His promise visible, tangible, and
unbreakable.

3) A Deep Sleep and a Dreadful Darkness (v. 12)

As the sun sets, God causes Abram to fall into a “deep sleep,” the same language used
when God put Adam to sleep before creating Eve. This deep sleep signifies that God alone
will act. Abram will not participate in the covenant ritual. He is placed in a state of
helplessness to underline that the fulfillment of the promise depends entirely on God.
Abram is not entering a partnership with God. He is receiving grace from God.

Then “a dreadful and great darkness fell upon him.” This darkness represents the
overwhelming presence of God and the sobering reality of the future. Abram will receive a
promise of blessing, but his descendants will pass through suffering before inheriting the
land. The darkness prepares Abram to understand the weight of what is coming. God’s
covenantis both comforting and costly. The presence of God always carries both awe and
assurance.

4) God Reveals the Future of Abram’s Offspring (vv. 13-16)

In this moment, God unfolds the future history of Abram’s descendants with remarkable
accuracy. They will live as strangers in a land not their own. They will suffer affliction for
four hundred years. This prophecy anticipates Israel’s enslavement in Egypt. Yet God also
promises deliverance. He will judge the nation that oppresses them and bring them out
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with great possessions. The promise is not only about a child. It is about a people shaped
by redemption.

God also reassures Abram personally. He will die in peace at a good old age. His
descendants will return to the land “in the fourth generation,” because “the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.” God is revealing that His judgment is measured, patient,
and righteous. Abram will not see the full story, but God will complete it. Faith often rests
on promises that extend far beyond our own lifetime. The God who makes the covenant
will finish what He begins.

Discussion Question

How does God’s covenant with Abram help believers trust God in seasons when His
promises feel distant or delayed?

Possible Answers:

e God anchors His promises in His unchanging character

e God isfaithful across generations

e Waiting does not mean God has forgotten

e God keeps His word even when circumstances worsen first

lll. God Seals His Covenant by His Own Hand (vv. 17-21)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God Alone Walks Through the Pieces (v. 17)

Verse 17 describes one of the most astonishing moments in the Old Testament. In typical
covenant ceremonies, both parties walked between the divided animals, symbolically
accepting the penalty of breaking the covenant. But here Abram is passive. He is in a God-
induced sleep. He does not rise. He does not walk. He does not speak. Only God,
represented by the smoking fire pot and the flaming torch, passes through the pieces.
These symbols of fire recall God’s presence throughout Scripture: the flaming sword of
Eden, the burning bush of Exodus 3, the pillar of fire that led Israel, and the fire on Sinai
that caused the people to tremble. God is declaring that He alone will uphold the
covenant. The fulfillment of the promise rests entirely on Him.
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This moment reveals the nature of divine grace. Abram is not entering a mutual contract
with God. He is receiving a covenant that God guarantees by His own life. God is saying, “If
this covenant fails, let Me bear the consequence.” Of course, God cannot fail. His promise
cannot break. But the symbolism shows that the covenant is unearned, undeserved, and
unshakeable. It depends neither on Abram’s perfection nor on Israel’s faithfulness. The
covenant rests on God, and because it rests on God, it cannot be undone.

2) The Covenant Promise Is Specific and Comprehensive (vv. 18-21)

Once God seals the covenant, He defines the promise with remarkable precision. He
outlines the land, stretching from the “river of Egypt” to the “great river, the Euphrates.”
These boundaries indicate a vast, generous inheritance. Then God lists the Canaanite
tribes that inhabit the land. The naming of these peoples is nhotincidental. It reveals that
God knows every obstacle His promise must overcome. The presence of these tribes does
not threaten the covenant. Their power does not modify God’s plan. Their occupation of
the land does not cancel what God has spoken. God’s promise is not vague or symbolic. It
is detailed, literal, and guaranteed by His own authority.

At this moment, Abram owns none of the land God describes. He has no heir. He has no
army. He has no political leverage. Yet God speaks the promise asifitis already
accomplished. Thisis covenant grace. God’s promises are never dependent on human
strength, timing, or performance. They rest entirely on His character. The God who cannot
lie has sworn by Himself. Abram’s faith rests not in what he sees, but in the God who
declares the end from the beginning.

3) The Covenant Anticipates Christ

Genesis 15 does not merely reveal the foundation of Israel’s history. It reveals the
foundation of the gospel. First, Christis the promised Seed of Abraham. Paul makes this
clear in Galatians 3:16 when he says the covenant promise points ultimately to Christ,
through whom all nations will be blessed. Second, just as God alone walked through the
covenant pieces, Christ alone bears the full covenant penalty. On the cross, He becomes
the One who is “cut off” for the transgressions of His people, fulfilling the symbolism of the
covenantritualin His own body. He bears the curse so that the blessing of Abraham might
come to all who believe.

Third, the New Covenantin Christ’s blood completes what God began with Abram. The
smoking fire pot and flaming torch anticipated a greater revelation. At Calvary, God seals
His promise not with divided animals, but with the blood of His Son. The covenant God
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carried alone in Genesis 15 becomes the covenant Christ fulfills alone in the New
Testament. God’s faithfulness to Abram becomes His faithfulness to us. Every believer
stands in the unshakeable security of a covenant that God Himself has sealed and Christ
Himself has completed.

Discussion Question

What does God’s act of walking through the covenant pieces alone teach us about the
nature of salvation and God’s faithfulness to His people?

Possible Answers:

e Salvation depends on God’s work, not ours
e God binds Himself to His promises

e (God bears the weight of the covenant

e Ourassurance rests in God’s character

Living Out God’s Grace Today

A. Bring Your Fears to God Honestly.

Abram did not hide anything from the Lord. He opened his heart fully and spoke with
complete transparency. His words were simple and direct. He told God that he had no
child and that the promise looked impossible from where he stood. Scripture shows this
pattern throughout the lives of God’s people. Moses explained his sense of inadequacy
when God called him at the burning bush. Hannah prayed through tears in the temple,
speaking from the depth of her distress. David brought his concerns before God in many
psalms, speaking plainly about trouble, confusion, and pressure. The Lord does not push
His people away when they come to Him with questions or concern. He receives honest
prayer and responds with wise and patient care.

Believers grow when they stop carrying their burdens alone. The Lord invites His children to
come near with every concern that weighs on the heart. Fear loses influence when it is
broughtinto His presence. Abram teaches us that honest prayer is one of the clearest
expressions of faith. People who trust God speak to Him freely. They come from a place of
dependence. And the Lord who met Abram with reassurance is the same Lord who meets
His people today.

B. Rest in the Righteousness God Gives.
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Genesis 15:6 shows the foundation of the gospel long before the cross. Abram believed
what God said, and the Lord credited righteousness to him. This righteousness was not
something Abram produced through heroic actions or flawless behavior. It was something
God provided as a gift. Scripture later uses this verse to explain the way salvation works.
Paul quotes it in Romans 4 and Galatians 3 to show that people are made right with God
through faith rather than achievement. This truth shapes the entire Christian life. Believers
do not spend their lives trying to earn favor or chase acceptance from God. They begin their
relationship with Him on the ground of grace.

Resting in God’s righteousness brings stability to the soul. It silences guilt that lingers from
past failure. It removes the pressure of trying to reach God through personal effort. It
strengthens confidence in the finished work of Christ. Abram stood righteous because God
declared him righteous. Every believer whose faith is in Christ stands on that same ground.
This truth frees the Christian to walk with God with confidence, gratitude, and assurance
rather than fear or self-reliance.

C. Trust God’s Timing When Promises Feel Delayed.

Abram waited many years before he saw any movement toward the fulfillment of God’s
promise. That delay was not wasted time. It was shaping time. God often uses waiting to
deepen trust and mature His people. Joseph waited in prison before God raised him to
leadership in Egypt. David waited through seasons of danger before he ever sat on the
throne. Israel waited through centuries of silence before the birth of Christ. God’s timing is
always purposeful even when His people cannot see the full picture.

Waiting teaches us to surrender our desire for control. It invites us to rely on God rather
than our own ability to arrange the future. It pushes us to see the greatness of His wisdom.
God does not rush. He is never slow in the sense of neglect. He acts with precision. When
the promise feels distant, the believer can remember Abram’s story and take heart. God
completed every detail at the right time, and He will do the same for those who trust Him
today. The path of waiting is often the place where faith becomes strong and secure.

D. Remember That God Keeps His Word Across Generations.

God revealed to Abram a future that stretched far beyond his lifetime. His descendants
would enter a foreign land. They would face hardship and oppression. God would judge
their oppressors and bring them out with great possessions. They would then return to the
land God promised. Abram lived long enough to see God’s goodness in his own life, but he
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would never see the full scope of what God promised. Yet history showed that every part of
God’s word proved true.

This truth encourages believers who pray and serve and labor in ways that may not bear
visible results in their lifetime. Parents pray for future generations. Churches investin
ministries that will bless people long after the present congregation is gone. Missionaries
plant seeds of the gospel in places where fruit often appears slowly. God’s promises do
not stop at the borders of one life. He works through generations with steadfast
faithfulness. Abram’s story teaches us to trust the God who sees the end from the
beginning and who fulfills His purposes across centuries with perfect constancy.

E. Anchor Your Faith in the God Who Bears the Covenant Alone.

The heart of Genesis 15 is found in the moment when God passes through the covenant
pieces by Himself. Abram does not walk with Him. God alone carries the full responsibility
forthe promise. This action reveals the nature of God’s commitment. Abram’s future does
not depend on his ability to keep the covenant. It depends on God’s decision to guarantee
it. This anticipates the gospel in a profound way. Christ bore the covenant penalty on the
cross so that His people could receive the covenant blessing. He fulfilled every
requirement. He satisfied every condition. The security of salvation rests on Him.

This truth brings deep assurance to believers. The Christian life is not maintained by
human strength. It is held by the steadfast love of the Lord. When faith feels weak or the
future feels uncertain, the believer can stand firm knowing the covenant rests on God’s
character. He carries what we cannot carry. He completes what we cannot complete. His
promises do not fail because they rest on the One who cannot lie and whose faithfulness
never changes.

Conclusion: Faith Holds What Only God Can Give

Genesis 15 reveals the heart of biblical faith. Abram stands between promise and
fulfillment, between fear and confidence. God meets him with assurance, reveals the
future, and seals His covenant with His own presence. Abram believes, and God counts
him righteous. This chapter shows that the promises of God do not rest on human strength.
They rest on God’s unchanging character. He is the God who speaks peace to fearful
hearts, who keeps covenant across generations, and who fulfills His word in ways we
cannotimagine. Faith holds what only God can give.
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Closing Prayer

Lord, thank You for the promise-keeping God You are. When fear rises in our hearts, speak
Your peace again. When we struggle to see how Your promises will come to pass, remind
us of Your covenant faithfulness. Strengthen our faith. Anchor our hope in the
righteousness that comes by grace alone. Teach us to walk with You in confidence, trusting
You to do what only You can do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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