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When Violence Spreads and Grace Makes
a Way

Genesis 6:1-22

Teacher’s Guide

Introduction: When the Floodgates Open Inside First

“As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” (Matthew 24:37)
Jesus said that, and the line still feels uncomfortably close.

History is full of moments when a culture drifts long before anyone sounds an alarm.
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn once wrote that the line between good and evil does not run
between nations or parties, but straight through every human heart. Genesis 6 reads like
that truth in narrative form. People multiplied. Power grew. Names became famous. Life
looked vibrant on the surface, yet something deeper was happening. Desire outran design.
Strength turned into taking. Corruption gained momentum until violence filled the earth.

God does not watch from a distance. He sees the inner reality of the world He made. He
grieves what sin destroys. He speaks judgment that fits the damage. And then comes the
surprise. In a generation rushing the wrong direction, one man walks with God. Noah’s
quiet faith becomes the hinge of the story. Through him, God prepares a way to preserve
life when the flood comes.

Genesis 6 teaches us to recognize drift in our own time. It shows why God’s limits protect
life, why His grief over sin is part of His goodness, and how a single life of steady obedience
can become shelter in a stormy world. Judgment is real, and God’s grief over sin is real, yet
grace still finds a place in the story. Even in a world collapsing under its own corruption,
God preserves a future through a man who walks with Him.
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Opening Question

Where do you see slow drift in our world that looks harmless at first but later proves
destructive?

Possible Answers

e Entertainment that normalizes cruelty and lust

e Work habits that prize results over integrity

e Online talkthat trains us to mock rather than care
e Smallcompromises that become patterns

I. ABoundary Crossed and Corruption Multiplied (vv. 1-4)

What’s Going On Here?

1) “Sons of God” and “Daughters of Man” (vv. 1-2)

This passage describes one of the darkest and most complex moments in the Old
Testament. The phrase “sons of God” appears elsewhere in Scripture to refer to heavenly
beings who stand within God’s divine council and serve under His authority. Examples of
this language are found in Job 1:6, Job 2:1, and Job 38:7, as well as Psalm 82:1 and Psalm
82:6. These beings were created to operate within the realm assigned to them and to
participate in God’s rule without crossing into the human domain.

In Genesis 6, something catastrophic takes place. These heavenly beings saw the
daughters of humanity, desired them, and took them as wives. The wording mirrors the fall
in Genesis 3, where Eve saw, desired, and took. A similar pattern of rebellion now appears
in the heavenly realm. Instead of remaining in the place God appointed for them, these
beings chose a path that defied His design.

Behind this event is a calculated act of rebellion. These beings were entrusted with a
position under God and were meant to guide and oversee the nations. Rather than fulfilling
that role, they abandoned it. Later Scripture comments on this moment. Jude 6 says they
did not stay within their own position of authority but left their proper dwelling. Second
Peter 2:4-5 explains that God judged these beings and then refers to the days of Noah,
which ties their rebellion to the time of the flood. These passages help us understand that
the event described in Genesis 6 involved a serious spiritual transgression.
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Their rebellion was not simply moral. It was spiritual in nature and cosmic in scale. It
disrupted God’s plan for humanity and marriage. God intended human beings to multiply
through covenantal union that reflected His image. These rebellious beings seized women
as they wished and corrupted what God ordained.

The results were devastating. Second Peter connects this heavenly rebellion to the
judgment of the flood. Jude uses the same event as a warning against abandoning God’s
boundaries. The message of Genesis 6 is clear. This was not a minor irregularity. [t was a
coordinated spiritual assault on God’s purposes for creation. By corrupting human lineage,
twisting divine boundaries, and partnering with the sinful desires of humanity, these
heavenly beings accelerated the collapse of the created order.

What began with rebellion in heaven spilled into the earth. This multiplied human depravity
and prepared the way for the violence and corruption that spread across the world in
Noah’s day. This passage is recorded so that readers can take warning. When creation,
both seen and unseen, rejects the boundaries God established, corruption multiplies
faster than anyone expects.

2) The Nephilim and a Name for Violence (v. 4)

Verse 4 identifies the Nephilim as the offspring born from the union described in verses 1
and 2. Scripture introduces them as mighty men of old and men of renown. At first glance
they appear impressive. They carried strength, stature, and a reputation that drew
attention. However, their renown did not reflect devotion to God. It reflected a culture that
admired power without regard for holiness. The Nephilim were visible reminders of a world
that no longer measured greatness by faithfulness to the Lord. Their very existence
testified to the blending of heavenly rebellion and human sin, a blending God never
intended.

The introduction of the Nephilim is placed carefully within the narrative. Immediately after
mentioning them, the text declares that human wickedness had reached its peak. The
passage then states that the earth had become filled with violence. These statements
appear in Genesis 6:5 and Genesis 6:11. Although the text does not say the Nephilim
personally committed acts of violence, their origin helps explain why corruption increased
so rapidly. When heavenly rebellion intersects with human depravity, spiritual disorder
multiplies human disorder. The Nephilim represent this moment in history. They show
what happens when the boundaries of creation are ignored, when spiritual beings cross
into human affairs in ways God never permitted, and when human desire cooperates with
that rebellion.
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The Old Testament consistently teaches that true greatness is tied to humility,
righteousness, justice, and covenant love. The renown of the Nephilim was built on a very
different foundation. These figures embodied a society that had lost its anchor in God’s
truth. Their fame did not come from godly character. It came from distorted power and
cultural celebration of the wrong virtues. This kind of environment helps explain why God
later describes the world of Noah’s day as corrupt and violent. The Nephilim reveal a
turning point in the spread of evil. Their presence marked the acceleration of conditions
that eventually brought God’s judgment through the flood.

The Nephilim serve as a reminder that rebellion in the unseen realm has real
consequences in the visible world. When spiritual boundaries are ignored and human
hearts pursue strength without righteousness, the result is a world that spirals into
corruption. The story invites readers to study the passage carefully and to recognize how
spiritual and moral rebellion together create a society unable to reflect the goodness God
intended.

3) God Sets a Limit (v. 3)

In response God says, “My Spirit shall not abide in man forever.” The language can
mean God will not allow His life-giving breath to sustain humanity indefinitely in this state.
Human lifespans shorten dramatically after this chapter. This is not spite. It is restraint.
God limits how far corruption can run in any one generation. If humans continue in
unrestrained wickedness with centuries of accumulated power, the damage would be
catastrophic.

By shortening life, God curbs the spread of violence and keeps evil from reaching full
maturity too quickly. This is judgment, but it is also mercy. God acts to preserve humanity
from itself and to prepare the way for redemption through Noah.

Discussion Question

Genesis 6 shows boundary breaking that began in the unseen places before it ever showed
up in public. In your own life, where do the earliest signs of drift usually start, and what
helps you recognize those warning signs before they grow?

Possible Answers

e Drift starts when | stop paying attention to my inner life and run on autopilot.
e Drift begins when | excuse small choices and tell myself they do not matter.
e Drift shows up when | get too isolated and stop seeking wise counsel.
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e |recognize the warning signs when | lose peace, become reactive, or feel myself
hiding.

e (God often uses Scripture, a conversation with a trusted friend, or conviction in
prayer to help me notice drift early.

Il. The God Who Sees and Grieves (vv. 5-7)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God Sees the Heart-Level Reality (v. 5)

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” This verse gives one of the most
sweeping diagnoses of the human heart in all of Scripture. God does not simply observe
actions. He sees the inner world where motives form, where desires grow, and where
choices are shaped. The phrase “every intention” reaches into the planning stage of the
heart, the conversations we have with ourselves. “Only evil continually” shows how far
humanity has drifted from God’s design. Sin has moved from occasional rebellion to a
settled posture. The image-bearers who were created to reflect God’s character now
reflect their own corruption into the world.

Later Scripture echoes this heart-level truth. Jeremiah says the heart is deceitful above all
things. Jesus says evil thoughts, immorality, and violence come from within and defile a
person. Genesis 6 shows us that God sees this clearly and truthfully. His gaze is never
fooled by appearance, reputation, or ceremony.

2) God Grieves, Then Speaks Judgment (v. 6)

“And the LORD regretted that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him to His
heart.” This is the language of wounded sorrow, not divine uncertainty. God is not
surprised. He is moved. The grief tells us that sin does not only break laws. It breaks
relationship. It breaks creation. God’s heart is not made of stone. His holiness does not
cancel His compassion. The God who breathed life into humanity now grieves how that life
is being spent.

Then God speaks judgment. “l will blot out man whom | have created.” Judgment s real,
butitis notreckless. Itis the rightful response of the Creator to a creation that has violently
turned against His purpose. The flood is not an outburst. It is a reset that reflects both the
severity of sin and the seriousness of God’s holiness.
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3) Justice With Sorrow (v. 7)

The combination of grief and judgment teaches us how to think and speak about God’s
justice. He does not delight in the death of the wicked. He does not joke about sin. He does
not judge with joy in destruction. He judges with a heart that feels the weight of what sin
unravels. His patience is purposeful. He warns because He desires repentance. When
justice finally comes, it comes with sorrow, not spite.

This is the God who will later send Jonah to Nineveh, who will weep through the prophets
over Israel’s rebellion, and who will give His own Son to bear judgment so that sinners can
find mercy. Genesis 6 shows that from the beginning God’s justice has always flowed from
His goodness.

Discussion Question

How does it change your view of judgment to see that God grieves what sin does before He
judges it?

Possible Answers

e Judgmentis not spite. Itis love for what is good.

e [t makes God’s patience feel weighty rather than weak.

e |t moves me to grieve with God instead of joking about sin.

e |t gives me courage to tell the truth with tears, not with pride.

lll. AMan Who Walks With God in a Crooked Time (vv. 8-
12)

1) Favor, Righteous, Blameless, Walked (v. 8-9)

“Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.” The story begins with grace, not merit. God
sets His kindness on Noah before we learn anything else about him. Then we are told who
Noah is. He is righteous, which means he lives in right relationship with God and treats
others with integrity. He is blameless in his generation, which means he is whole,
consistent, and genuine while the culture around him is fractured. He walked with God, a
phrase earlier used of Enoch, which describes a life lived consciously before God’s
presence.
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Walking with God is step by step faithfulness in ordinary days. Itis listening to God’s voice,
ordering life around His character, and refusing to drift with the current of the age. Noah
does not earn grace by walking well. He walks well because grace has found him. The order
matters. Grace leads. Faith follows. Character grows.

2) The Contrast With the World (v. 11-12)

“The earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.” The word
corrupt describes what is ruined, spoiled, or twisted from its intended purpose. Violence
here is more than physical harm. It is a pattern of life where the strong take, where the
vulnerable suffer, and where covenant loyalty is ignored. God looks at humanity and sees
corruption spreading like rot and violence filling every available space.

In that same world Noah walks with God. His faithfulness does not remove him from a
broken culture. It sets him apartin it. His life becomes a living contrast. When everything
around him bends, he stays aligned with God’s ways. When society celebrates force and
ambition, Noah quietly lives in reverence and obedience. The text invites us to see that one
steady life can be light in a dark landscape.

3) The Pattern That Still Works (v. 8-12)

Genesis 6 gives a pattern that still holds across Scripture. Grace finds. Faith responds. A
life is shaped over time. Noah hears God’s voice. He receives God’s favor. He walks
faithfully in a generation that has lost its way. God uses that life to preserve a future that
others cannot yet see.

Later the prophets call Israel to the same path. Jesus invites disciples to follow Him step by
step. Paul speaks of walking by the Spirit. This walk with God theme stretches from
Genesis to Revelation. It is not dramatic. It is not glamorous. Itis daily, humble, steady
faithfulness. This is the kind of life God uses when the times are crooked.

Discussion Question

What does “walk with God” look like in an average week for a believer who lives in a noisy,
distracted world?

Possible Answers

e Unhurried time in Scripture that sets the tone
e Choosingintegrity when shortcuts tempt
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e Prayer throughout the day, not only at meals
e Keeping promises and telling the truth even when it costs

IV. An Ark, a Covenant, and Obedience Over Time (vv. 13-
22)

What’s Going On Here?

1) A Clear Word and a Strange Assighment (vv. 13-17)

God announces that the earth will face judgment because violence has filled every space.
Then He gives Noah a detailed assignment. Build an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms.
Cover it with pitch. Follow these exact dimensions. Add a roof. Leave space for a door.
Include three decks. This is not a weekend project. It is a massive act of trust that will take
years and will likely look foolish to everyone around him.

The instructions show something important about how God works. Salvation does not rise
out of human ideas or human strength. God speaks the plan. God defines the means. The
one who walks with God must now build something no one has ever seen for a judgment no
one believes is coming. Noah has to attach his obedience to God’s word, not to public
approval. Faith becomes visible in the ordinary work of cutting timber, shaping beams, and
sealing boards.

2) “l Will Establish My Covenant With You” (v. 18)

For the first time in Scripture, God uses the word “covenant.” God promises to preserve
Noah, his family, and representatives of every living creature. The covenantis God’s
commitment to secure a future beyond judgment. Noah is not saving himself by hard work.
He is walking into a relationship where God Himself guarantees the outcome.

This covenant is the seed of all God’s later covenants. It shows that salvation rests on
God’s faithfulness and not human invention. The instructions for the ark are detailed
because God is making a place where judgment and mercy will meet. The flood will wipe
away corruption. The ark will carry forward a remnant for a renewed world.

3) “Noah Did This” (v. 22)
The section closes with one of the simplest and most powerful lines in the chapter. “Noah
did this; he did all that God commanded him.” No speeches, no protests, no shortcuts.
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Just steady obedience over time. In a generation marked by corruption and violence,
Noah’s obedience is the quiet contrast that preserves life.

This is faith with a hammer. This is trust that keeps working when results are years away.
Thisis the kind of obedience that appears in Hebrews 11, where Noah is commended for
building the ark in reverent fear. The chapter shows that the future of God’s people often
hangs on ordinary faithfulness that refuses to quit even when the world does not
understand.

Discussion Question

Why does God often work salvation through long, ordinary obedience rather than instant
solutions?

Possible Answers

e Longobedience forms the people He is saving

e [tteaches trustin God’s word rather than in quick results

e Itturns homesinto places where faith is seen and learned
e |t exposes shallow motives and strengthens real devotion

Living Out God’s Grace Today

A. Name the Drift, Receive God’s Limits.

Genesis 6 shows what happens when desire refuses design and when strength stops
serving and begins taking. That pattern still shows up in the twenty-first century in quieter
ways. We feel it in entertainment that normalizes what God warns against, in relationships
that move faster than wisdom, and in speech that wounds rather than protects. God’s
limits can feel narrow to a world that loves autonomy. Scripture presents them as
guardrails that keep life on the road. Boundaries around sex, power, money, and words are
not punishment. They are protection. God’s limits honor His image in others. They aim our
hearts toward what gives life. Naming our drift and embracing God’s boundaries is part of
walking with Him in a world that calls every craving good.

B. Grieve With God, Tell the Truth.

God grieves what sin destroys. His people learn to do the same. This shapes how we talk
about brokenness in our homes, churches, and communities. We do not soften sin or
pretend it does not matter, but neither do we speak with cold detachment. We tell the truth
about harm with compassion in our voices. Grieving with God keeps us from celebrating
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someone’s downfall or treating judgment as entertainment. It also keeps us near the heart
of God, who warns because He desires repentance and who judges because He loves what
is good. Truth-telling and tenderness belong together for disciples who live in a world that
often mocks both.

C. Walk With God in an Age of Noise.

Noah’s life pushes against the modern assumption that everything must be fast,
impressive, or constantly updated. Walking with God is not flashy. It is consistent. It is
daily Scripture, honest confession, simple trust, and small steps of obedience that steady
the soul. In a culture filled with noise, distraction, and hurry, the believer learns to slow
enough to hear God’s voice. This kind of walk becomes a shelter for others. Children see
what faith looks like at home. Coworkers see integrity when shortcuts are easier. Friends
see a life that refuses to bend with every cultural wind. Noah teaches believers that
faithfulness in ordinary days is not small. It is the kind of life God uses in times that are
crooked.

D. Embrace Covenant Hope and Ordinary Obedience.

God works salvation through promises and through long obedience. The ark did not appear
overnight. It rose board by board while Noah trusted the word he received. In the same way
believers today grow by slow faithfulness. Prayers prayed again and again. Scriptures read
daily. Forgiveness offered after hard conversations. Service given when no one is clapping.
These patterns form a life that trusts God to build what truly matters. Covenant hope
reminds us that the future rests in God’s hands. Ordinary obedience teaches us that our
partis to keep showing up with a willing heart. God uses that kind of steady faith to
preserve families, strengthen churches, and shine light in a restless world.

Group Discussion Questions

1. Design and Desire: Where do you see desire outrunning God’s design in our time,
and what wise guardrails help restore life and peace?

2. Walking With God: What small practices keep you walking with God when the
world runs loud and fast?

3. Long Obedience: Where have you seen God use slow, steady obedience to bring
real change in a person, a family, or a church?

10
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Conclusion: Judgment Announced, Mercy Prepared

Genesis 6 tells the truth about a world that comes apart when it refuses God’s order. It
also tells the truth about a God who grieves, warns, and provides a way to preserve life.
Corruption grows. Violence fills the earth. Yet grace meets a man, teaches him to walk with
God, and hands him a plan that will carry a future through the waters. In Christ the pattern
reaches its fullness. He bears judgment, gathers a people into covenant, and calls us to
walk with Him while He builds what will last.

Closing Prayer

Lord, You see what is hidden and what is public. Teach us to grieve over sin as You do and
to receive Your wise limits with trust. Help us walk with You in a noisy time and to obey
Your word over time. Make our homes places where covenant hope is lived and learned.
Keep us near Your voice until the day You make all things new. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Teacher Coaching:

How to Teach Difficult Texts

There are moments in Scripture, like Genesis 6:1-4, that raise more questions than
answers. When teaching passages like these, your role is not to solve every mystery but to
guide students with clarity, humility, and confidence in God’s Word. Begin by anchoring
the class in what the text clearly says rather than what it does not say. Difficult passages
should be taught with patience and with a calm sense of trust in the reliability of Scripture.
Acknowledge where the Bible gives mystery. Affirm where the Bible gives truth. When
qguestions arise, direct students to the larger themes Scripture emphasizes. Keep the focus
on what God reveals about His holiness, His boundaries, His grief over sin, and His
commitment to rescue. The goalis never to fuel speculation. The goal s to help students
see God’s character and the seriousness of sin even in the most challenging sections of
the biblical story.

11
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Sidebar: Questions Students Often Ask About Genesis
6:1-4

1. Who are the “sons of God” in this passage?

In the Old Testament, the title “sons of God” is used to describe heavenly beings who serve
in God’s divine council. Job 1:6 and Job 2:1 show these beings presenting themselves
before the Lord. Job 38:7 says they shouted for joy when God laid the foundations of the
earth. Psalm 82:1 pictures God standing in the midst of His divine assembly. These
passages help us understand the identity of the “sons of God” in Genesis 6. They were
created to serve God and carry out His purposes within the spiritual realm. Genesis 6
records that some of these beings rejected God’s boundaries. Their rebellion helps explain
why later Scripture speaks of heavenly beings who left their proper place and were judged
by God, as seen inJude 6 and Second Peter 2:4.

2. What does it mean that they took “daughters of man”?

Genesis 6:2 says the “sons of God” saw the daughters of humanity, found them attractive,
and took them as wives. The wording follows the same pattern found in Genesis 3:6, where
Eve saw, desired, and took the forbidden fruit. The pattern shows desire replacing
obedience. This is not a picture of romantic love or covenant marriage. It is a spiritual
transgression that crosses the boundary God set between the heavenly and earthly realms.
These beings seized human women in a way that ignored God’s purpose for marriage. It
was an abuse of authority and a violation of God’s design, which later Scriptures confirm
as a serious offense.

3. Who were the Nephilim?

Genesis 6:4 identifies the Nephilim as the children born from these unions. The text
describes them as mighty men and men of renown. They were known for strength, status,
and influence. Scripture does not highlight their godliness, only their reputation. Their
existence reflects how rebellion in the spiritual realm combined with human sin to distort
what God intended for the world. The Nephilim represented a culture that valued power
and fame instead of righteousness. They were a sign of a world that had begun to drift far
from God’s design.

4. Were the Nephilim giants?

12
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Some translations use the word “giants,” but the Hebrew term “Nephilim” does not require
that interpretation. It can refer to a group known for size or might, but the passage does not
emphasize their height. The focus is on their origin and their role in the story. They came
from a union God never authorized and represented the growing corruption of the world.
While they may have been physically impressive, their significance is moral and spiritual,
not simply physical.

5. Are the Nephilim mentioned anywhere else in Scripture?

The name appears again in Numbers 13:33 when the Israelite spies describe the people of
Canaan as Nephilim. This statement reflects the fear and exaggeration of the spies. They
were overwhelmed by what they saw and used the term “Nephilim” to describe warriors
who seemed unconquerable. The passage in Numbers does not teach that the original
Nephilim survived the flood. It shows that the term later became associated with
intimidating and powerful warriors. The Bible uses the name to express what the spies felt,
not to make a genealogical claim.

6. Why did God judge the world after this happened?

Genesis 6:5 says human wickedness had become very great. Genesis 6:11 says the earth
had become filled with violence. These declarations come immediately after the events of
verses 1 through 4. The joining of spiritual rebellion and human sin brought corruption that
spread rapidly across the world. The rebellion described in Genesis 6 was part of a larger
collapse in which people rejected God’s ways. The world admired strength without
righteousness, and the result was a culture where violence dominated daily life. God
judged the world because humanity had turned fully away from Him and because the
creation he formed as good had become filled with evil.

7. What should students take away from this strange passage?

Genesis 6 teaches that God sets boundaries for the good of His creation. When those
boundaries are ignored, whether by spiritual beings or by human beings, the
consequences are serious. The passage helps us understand why God sent the flood and
why Noah’s obedience stands out so clearly. It also shows that spiritual rebellion and
human rebellion often feed one another. The story calls us to honor the boundaries God
has given and to walk faithfully with Him. Even in a world marked by corruption, God
remembers His people and provides a way of rescue and renewal.

13
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Student Handout: Understanding the
Supernatural Rebellion in Genesis 6

1. What does Genesis 6:1-4 actually describe?

Genesis 6 records a moment when spiritual rebellion and human sin collided in a way that
distorted God’s creation. The passage says the “sons of God” saw the daughters of
humanity, found them desirable, and took them as wives. This follows the same pattern as
Genesis 3 where Eve saw, desired, and took what God forbade. In Genesis 6, heavenly
beings crossed a boundary God never intended, and their actions deepened the corruption
already growing in the human heart.

Genesis uses simple language, but the event it describes is serious. It reveals that both
realms God created, the spiritual and the human, turned from His design at the same time.
Sin was not only horizontal between people. It also had a vertical dimension involving
rebellion within the spiritual world. This explains why corruption spread so rapidly before
the flood.

2. Who are the “sons of God”?

The title “sons of God” is used throughout the Old Testament for heavenly beings who
serve in God’s divine council. These passages include:

e Job1:6

e Job2:1

e Job38:7

e Psalm 82:1
e Psalm82:6

These beings were designed to carry out God’s purposes in the spiritual realm. They were
never meant to cross into human relationships or take human wives. Later Scriptures look
back on this event to explain it more clearly.

Jude 6 says these beings did not keep to their own position of authority but abandoned the
place God gave them.

Second Peter 2:4 says God judged these beings, then immediately refers to Noah’s flood
inverse 5.

15
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These passages help students see that Genesis 6 describes a real spiritual rebellion, not a
myth or a legend. It was a rejection of God’s order from beings who were originally created
to serve Him.

3. Why was their sin so serious?

God created human marriage as a covenant relationship between a man and a woman. He
designed humanity to fill the earth by reflecting His image and His character. The event in
Genesis 6 corrupts these purposes. The “sons of God” did not seek covenantal
relationship. They acted from desire alone. They entered a realm God never permitted.
They violated God’s plan for human multiplication and used their authority in a predatory
way.

Their rebellion was spiritual in nature and cosmic in scope. It was an attempt to twist
creation at its foundation by blending heavenly rebellion with human vulnerability. This
helped unleash a wave of corruption that spread beyond what humanity alone could have
produced.

4. Who were the Nephilim?

Genesis 6:4 identifies the Nephilim as the offspring born from these unlawful unions. The
text calls them mighty men and men of renown. They were known for strength, influence,
and intimidation. Their reputation did not come from godliness. It came from power that

was separated from righteousness.

They were symbols of a world losing its way. While the text does not say the Nephilim
personally committed acts of violence, their existence reflects how spiritual rebellion and
human rebellion together produced a society impressed by the wrong kind of greatness.
They represent a culture where force was celebrated more than faith, and where the
reputation of the mighty was valued more than the character of the righteous.

5. Did the Nephilim survive the flood?

The Bible teaches that the flood destroyed all life on earth except Noah, his family, and the
animals in the ark. The only other reference to the Nephilimisin Numbers 13:33. In that
passage, the Israelite spies use the name to describe the enormous warriors in Canaan.
They are expressing fear and exaggeration, not giving a genealogical report. Their
comparison shows that the term “Nephilim” became a way of describing intimidating
warriors. It does not mean that the original Nephilim survived the flood.

16
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6. How does this connect to the violence and evil that filled the earth?

Genesis 6:5 says human wickedness became very great. Genesis 6:11 says the earth was
filled with violence. These statements appear immediately after the description of the
Nephilim. Although the text does not assign violence to the Nephilim directly, their origin is
part of the chain of events that magnified corruption across humanity.

When rebellion in the unseen realm and rebellion among humans merge, the effects
multiply quickly. Boundaries collapse. Moral clarity disappears. Cultures begin to admire
the strong rather than the good. Violence becomes common because righteousness is no
longer valued. Genesis 6 shows how a society that ignores God’s design will eventually
reach a point where God’s intervention is necessary to preserve creation.

7. What does this passage teach us about God?

Genesis 6 shows that God sees what is happening both in the human realm and the
unseen realm. He grieves over sin. He does not ignore rebellion. He judges when
necessary, yet always with sorrow and purpose. His boundaries are not meant to restrict
joy but to protect life. The fact that God remembered Noah in the middle of such deep
corruption reminds us that He is faithful. He sees, He knows, and He provides rescue for
those who walk with Him.

8. How should students respond today?
Students can take several important truths from this passage:

e Honorthe boundaries God has given for life and relationships.

e Recognize that spiritual reality is real, and choices have consequences.

e Understand that power without righteousness destroys.

e Remember that God is patient, but His patience is never approval.

e Walk with God like Noah did, even in a culture that drifts toward sin.

e Trustthat God sees the corruption of the world, grieves over it, and moves toward
rescue.

Genesis 6 is a difficult passage, but it is filled with clarity for those who pay attention. It
reminds us that God is just, God is present, and God is faithful even when the world around
us is falling apart.

17



	When Violence Spreads and Grace Makes a Way
	Introduction: When the Floodgates Open Inside First
	Opening Question

	I. A Boundary Crossed and Corruption Multiplied (vv. 1–4)
	What’s Going On Here?
	Discussion Question

	II. The God Who Sees and Grieves (vv. 5–7)
	What’s Going On Here?
	Discussion Question

	III. A Man Who Walks With God in a Crooked Time (vv. 8–12)
	Discussion Question

	IV. An Ark, a Covenant, and Obedience Over Time (vv. 13–22)
	What’s Going On Here?
	Discussion Question

	Living Out God’s Grace Today
	Group Discussion Questions
	Conclusion: Judgment Announced, Mercy Prepared
	Closing Prayer

	Teacher Coaching:
	How to Teach Difficult Texts
	Sidebar: Questions Students Often Ask About Genesis 6:1–4
	Student Handout: Understanding the Supernatural Rebellion in Genesis 6

