
Mercy With Boundaries 
Genesis 9:1–29 

 An Expositional Sermon by Dr. Bradley Rushing 
 
Big Idea 
God’s mercy preserves human life as sacred, so we honor Him by honoring His image in 
others. 

I. God gives life, but sets limits (vv. 1–7) 

• God blesses Noah’s family and restates the creation mandate: be fruitful and 
multiply. 

• It is the same mission, but in a wounded world. 
o The harmony of Eden is gone. Now fear exists between humans and animals. 

• God permits meat for food in a harder world. This is mercy. 
• God draws a boundary around life: do not eat blood. 

o Blood represents life. Life belongs to God. 
o God’s people must treat life with reverence, not superstition or pagan ritual. 

• God then protects human life with the strongest boundary of all. 
o Human life is sacred because humans bear God’s image. 
o Murder is not just violence, it is an assault on God’s image in the world. 

• God requires a reckoning for lifeblood. 
o This is the biblical foundation for capital punishment and for restraining 

violence in society. 
o God will not allow Genesis 6 violence to run unchecked again. 

• Mercy should not produce careless living. Mercy should produce reverence. 
• If you live under God’s mercy, you do not treat life lightly or treat people lightly. 

II. God judges sin, but swears restraint (vv. 8–17) 

• God binds Himself with a broad and universal covenant to Noah, his descendants, 
and every living creature. 

• God promises never again to destroy the earth by a flood. 
o He restrains judgment so life can continue and His redemptive plan can 

unfold. 
• The sign is the bow in the clouds. 



o Not decoration, but a war bow. 
o God is hanging up the weapon, choosing restraint. 

• When clouds gather and fear rises, the sign preaches mercy. 
• This does not mean sin is gone or judgment will never come again. 

o It means God is patient and purposeful. 
• God’s restraint is mercy, giving time for repentance and redemption. 
• The bow is not the message that sin does not matter. 

o The bow is the message that God is holding back what we deserve for a 
season. 

III. God forgives sin, but sin still costs (vv. 18–29) 

• The flood cleansed the earth, but not the human heart. 
• Noah falls into sin. Ham commits a deeper dishonor, and Shem and Japheth cover. 
• The language suggests more than an awkward moment.  
• Noah’s curse falls on Canaan, showing a corrupt trajectory that will unfold in 

redemptive history. 
• This is the point: a new world does not automatically mean new hearts. 
• Sin still brings consequences, shame, and division even after mercy. 
• The story teaches us we need more than a reset. We need redemption. 
• The final answer is not the ark, not the altar, and not the rainbow. 
• The final answer is Christ. He does not just offer a fresh start. He gives a new heart 

and covers shame completely. 
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