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The God Who Sits at the Table and Stands in 
Judgment 
Genesis 18:1-33 

Teacher’s Guide 

Introduction: When Help Arrives at the Perfect Time 

In 2009, a pilot named Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger took off from New York’s LaGuardia 
Airport on what was supposed to be an ordinary afternoon flight. Ninety seconds into the 
climb, a flock of geese struck both engines, shutting them down completely. With no 
thrust, no altitude to spare, and no runway within reach, the situation felt hopeless. 
Passengers braced for disaster. Air traffic control scrambled for answers. Everything 
seemed to be happening too fast for rescue to arrive. 

Then Sully’s calm voice broke through the chaos. “We are going to be in the Hudson.” 
What looked like certain tragedy became one of the most remarkable emergency landings 
in aviation history. Within minutes, ferries, first responders, and rescue crews arrived from 
every direction. Every passenger survived. Help did not come by preventing the crisis. Help 
came by arriving at the perfect moment with exactly what was needed to save lives. 

Moments like that remind us how powerful it is when help arrives just in time. A word of 
reassurance. A steady voice. A presence strong enough to turn fear into hope. We may not 
always escape difficulty, but when help is near, we are no longer alone. 

Genesis 18 is a chapter like that for Abraham and Sarah. Decades have passed since God 
first promised a child. Abraham has believed, stumbled, and believed again. Sarah has 
carried the ache of barrenness for most of her life. They have seen God’s faithfulness in 
many ways, but the deepest promise still remains unfulfilled. Into that long wait, the Lord 
Himself appears. He comes not with thunder or fire, but in the quiet heat of the day. He sits 
under Abraham’s tree, receives Abraham’s hospitality, and speaks directly to the longing 
Sarah has tried to bury. The God who promised a son now draws near to affirm that His 
word will stand. 
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But Genesis 18 offers more than reassurance. The God who visits Abraham also reveals 
His approach toward Sodom, a city drowning in wickedness. He invites Abraham into a 
conversation soaked in compassion, justice, and intercession. Abraham pleads for the 
righteous. God listens with patience. The Lord’s character shines through both His promise 
to Sarah and His judgment on Sodom. 

Genesis 18 teaches us that God is near to His people in both tenderness and truth. He 
reassures Abraham and Sarah when their faith is fragile. He listens as Abraham intercedes 
for others. He acts with perfect justice. The story reveals a God who draws close, speaks 
clearly, hears our prayers, and fulfills His word at the perfect time. 

Opening Question 

Has there been a moment in your life when God felt unusually close, even if your 
circumstances had not changed yet? 

Possible Answers: 

• A Scripture that spoke directly to a fear or question 
• A sense of God’s peace during a time of uncertainty 
• A prayer answered in a small but meaningful way 
• A conversation or encouragement that felt divinely timed 

I. God Draws Near to His People, and Abraham Responds 
With Reverence (vv. 1–8) 

What’s Going On Here? 

1) God comes near to Abraham and initiates relationship (v. 1) 

The opening line of this chapter is one of the most astonishing statements in the book of 
Genesis: “The Lord appeared to Abraham.” Not in a dream. Not in a vision. Not through an 
intermediary. The Lord Himself appears. And He appears as a man who walks, sits, 
speaks, and shares a meal. This scene prepares the way for the mystery of the incarnation, 
where God would later take on flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Abraham is sitting at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day, the quietest, slowest 
moment in a desert household. No one travels then. No one visits then. But God does. He 



May 25 – May 31, 2026   
 

  3 
 

chooses an ordinary, unremarkable moment to reveal His presence. Throughout Scripture, 
God often breaks in when His people least expect Him. Moses is tending sheep when he 
meets the burning bush. Gideon is threshing grain in fear when the angel of the Lord calls 
him. Isaiah is performing routine priestly duties when he sees the throne room of heaven. 
Abraham’s story again reinforces the truth that God delights to initiate relationship. He 
seeks His people. He draws near in grace. Abraham did not go searching for God; God 
came searching for Abraham. 

What makes this encounter even more significant is the form God chooses. He comes 
close enough to cast a shadow, raise dust, and sit under a tree. This is the God who fills 
heaven and earth, yet He humbles Himself to walk into Abraham’s camp. Genesis 18 
reminds us that the God of glory is also the God of nearness. 

2) Abraham honors God’s presence with humility and reverence (vv. 2–3) 

When Abraham lifts his eyes and sees the three visitors, his reaction is immediate. Though 
he is nearly one hundred years old, he runs toward them. In that culture, older men did not 
run. Running was undignified. But Abraham is not thinking about dignity. He is thinking 
about honor. He bows to the ground, the posture of one who recognizes greatness in his 
midst. This is deeper than etiquette. It is instinctive reverence. 

Abraham addresses the central figure as “my Lord,” a term that acknowledges authority. 
Even before God speaks a word, Abraham recognizes the weight of His presence. Those 
who truly see God always respond with humility. Moses hides his face. Joshua falls on his 
face. Isaiah cries out in confession. Peter drops to his knees. When God draws near, the 
only fitting response is reverence. 

Abraham’s posture teaches modern believers something vital: faith does not treat God 
casually. We are invited to come boldly, but never flippantly. The presence of the Lord 
demands honor. Abraham shows us that humility is the doorway into deeper communion 
with God. 

3) Abraham worships God through generous, costly service (vv. 4–8) 

Abraham’s honor for God is not only expressed in posture but in action. He offers water, 
rest, and food, but he does not stop there. He tells Sarah to bake bread from the finest 
flour. He selects a choice calf, the most valuable meat he owns. He instructs his servant to 
prepare it quickly. Then he personally serves the meal. Abraham is not performing a duty. 
He is offering worship. 
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This hospitality is extravagant. It is costly. It is joyful. Abraham is not cutting corners. He is 
giving his best. And this matters, because this is the first meal in Scripture where God sits 
at a human table. It anticipates the table of Passover. It anticipates the table of the Lord’s 
Supper. It anticipates the marriage supper of the Lamb. Abraham’s feast is an act of 
worship that points to a future where God and His people will share fellowship forever. 

Throughout Scripture, costly service becomes the mark of those who love God. Mary 
breaks her alabaster jar to anoint Jesus. David refuses to offer sacrifices that cost him 
nothing. The early church shares their goods freely. Worship is not merely spoken but lived. 
Abraham shows that when God draws near, His people respond with sacrificial love. 

Discussion Question 
Why is it important to respond to God’s presence with humility and honor, even in ordinary 
moments? 

Possible Answers: 

• It reminds us that God deserves our reverence 
• It keeps us aware of His presence in daily life 
• It shapes our attitude toward worship and service 
• It teaches us to slow down and honor God’s voice 

II. God Reaffirms His Promise and Confronts Sarah’s Doubt 
(vv. 9–15) 

What’s Going On Here? 

1) God speaks directly to Sarah because He sees her hidden pain (vv. 9–10) 

The Lord begins by asking Abraham, “Where is Sarah your wife?” God knows exactly where 
she is, but the question draws attention to her presence and her importance. In a culture 
where women were often left on the margins of conversations, God moves Sarah to the 
center. She is listening from behind the curtain, perhaps preparing the meal or staying out 
of sight as custom required. But God will not let her remain a bystander. He speaks words 
meant for her heart. “I will surely return to you, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” This 
is the first time Sarah hears the promise directly from God. Until now, she had relied on 
Abraham’s reports. But God does not allow distance to create doubt. He brings His word to 
her personally. 
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This moment reflects a pattern in Scripture. God is not content with secondhand faith. He 
speaks directly to those who feel unseen or unheard. Hagar met Him in the wilderness. 
Hannah poured out her grief before Him. Mary heard the angel speak God’s promise to her. 
Sarah has carried decades of disappointment, but God now addresses her with intimacy 
and intention. He assures her that she is part of the covenant story. She is not forgotten. 
She is not overlooked. She is chosen. 

2) God exposes Sarah’s doubt with grace rather than rebuke (vv. 11–12) 

Sarah’s reaction is quiet enough that only God hears it. She laughs within herself, a 
soundless expression of disbelief. Scripture does not hide the emotional weight behind 
this moment. Sarah is old. Abraham is old. Her womb has been barren her entire life. She 
has long since passed the age of childbearing. Humanly speaking, the promise seems 
impossible. Her laughter is the product of pain, weariness, and a heart that no longer 
knows how to hope. She has lived in the shadows of this promise for decades. 
Disappointment has shaped her expectations. 

Yet God responds with remarkable gentleness. He does not shame her for her doubt. He 
does not withdraw the promise because of her fragile faith. Instead, He exposes her inner 
thoughts with compassion. God reveals that He knows her laughter, her reasoning, and her 
fears. He brings her unbelief into the light so that He can replace it with trust. The Lord 
meets people where they are, even when they are struggling to believe. This is grace. It is 
the same grace Jesus showed to Thomas when he doubted, to Peter when he faltered, and 
to the father who cried, “I believe. Help my unbelief.” God’s gentle confrontation is always 
aimed at restoring faith, not crushing it. 

3) God calls Sarah to trust His power instead of her limitations (vv. 13–15) 

God responds to Sarah’s laughter with a question that echoes across the pages of 
Scripture. “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” This question invites Sarah to stop looking at 
her limitations and to start looking at God’s power. It is not a reprimand. It is an invitation 
to trust. The word “hard” in Hebrew carries the idea of something extraordinary or 
miraculous. God is asking whether there is any miracle beyond His reach. The answer is 
obvious to anyone who knows the Creator of heaven and earth. There is nothing too 
difficult for Him. He brought the universe into existence with a word. He formed Adam from 
dust. He opened the wombs of barren women throughout history. He raised the dead. The 
God who does these things is more than able to bring life from a barren womb. 
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God repeats the promise with precision. “At the appointed time, I will return to you, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” God’s timing is not random. It is appointed. He has already 
determined the day Isaac will be born. Sarah’s doubt cannot derail His plan. Her weakness 
cannot weaken His promise. Her laughter of disbelief will soon become the laughter of joy 
that gives Isaac his name. God transforms cynicism into celebration. He turns impossible 
circumstances into fertile ground for His glory. Genesis 18 reminds us that God’s promises 
rest on His power, not ours. What He speaks, He accomplishes. 

Discussion Question 
 Why does God often confront our doubts not to shame us, but to strengthen our faith? 

Possible Answers: 

• He wants to expose lies we have believed about Him 
• He leads us to trust His character when circumstances seem impossible 
• He invites us to bring our fears and questions into His presence 
• He shows us that His power works best in our weakness 

 

III. God Reveals His Plans and Draws Abraham Into 
Intercession (vv. 16–22) 

What’s Going On Here? 

1) God shares His plans with Abraham to involve him in His purpose (vv. 16–19) 

As the three visitors rise to leave, the narrative slows to show us something intimate and 
extraordinary. God pauses and speaks within the counsel of His own will about Abraham. 
He decides to disclose His plans before acting. The Lord is on His way to judge Sodom and 
Gomorrah, cities whose wickedness has reached a level that demands divine intervention. 
Yet before He executes judgment, He draws Abraham into the conversation. This is not 
because Abraham is equal to God, but because God has chosen Abraham to be a 
covenant partner through whom His righteousness and justice will be displayed in the 
world. Abraham is to teach his household after him to keep the way of the Lord. 

By sharing His intention with Abraham, God honors the relationship He has established. 
This moment is similar to later scenes where God reveals His plans to His prophets so they 
can speak, pray, or act in alignment with His will. Amos 3:7 says that the Lord does nothing 
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without revealing His plan to His servants. Jesus would later tell His disciples, “I have 
called you friends, for everything I heard from My Father I have made known to you.” God’s 
transparency with Abraham demonstrates both divine intimacy and divine purpose. 
Abraham is invited to participate in God’s mission, not as a spectator but as an intercessor 
and example of the kind of righteousness that God desires for His people. 

2) God shows that His judgment is always just and never impulsive (vv. 20–21) 

The Lord tells Abraham, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is immense.” The 
language of outcry is the same word used to describe cries of the oppressed, the abused, 
and the violated. It evokes the pleas God heard from Israel in Egypt and later from victims 
of injustice throughout Scripture. This reveals something crucial. God does not judge 
because He is temperamental or impatient. He judges because sin destroys people, 
corrupts communities, and devours the weak. Before acting, the Lord says He will “go  
down” and see if the cities are as wicked as the outcry suggests. This is not investigative 
uncertainty. It is a way of expressing God’s thoroughness, fairness, and righteousness. 

God’s judgment is always perfectly just. He never condemns without knowledge, never 
punishes without reason, and never overlooks sin that cries out for justice. By revealing His 
process to Abraham, God shows that His ways are grounded in truth, mercy, and holiness. 
He is the judge of all the earth who always does what is right. This will later become the 
foundation of Abraham’s intercession. He appeals to God’s justice because he knows the 
One he is praying to is righteous in all His judgments. 

3) God positions Abraham to intercede for the righteous and the lost (v. 22) 

When the men depart toward Sodom, Abraham remains standing before the Lord. This 
posture is intentional. Abraham is positioned between God’s impending judgment and 
those who will experience it. This is the stance of an intercessor. God has revealed His plan 
not simply to inform Abraham but to draw him into participation. Abraham now stands as 
one who will plead for mercy, justice, and the preservation of the righteous within a wicked 
city. 

This moment mirrors the role Moses will later play when he stands between Israel and 
God’s wrath, pleading for mercy. It anticipates the ministry of the prophets who will cry out 
for their people. It foreshadows the heart of Jesus Christ who stands forever as our 
intercessor before the Father. God’s invitation to Abraham shows that prayer is not a ritual 
to appease God but a means by which God shapes His people’s compassion, aligns their 
hearts with His own, and draws them into His redemptive work. Abraham does not try to 
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change God’s character. He appeals to it. God’s willingness to listen reveals both His 
patience and His desire for His people to share His heart for the righteous and the lost. 

Discussion Question 
What does it reveal about God that He invites His people to pray and intercede even when 
He already knows what He will do? 

Possible Answers: 

• God desires relationship, not robotic obedience 
• He shapes our hearts through intercession 
• He draws us into His mission 
• Prayer changes us even as God carries out His will 
• He delights when His people care about what He cares about 

IV. Abraham Intercedes Boldly Because He Trusts God’s 
Character (vv. 23–33) 

What’s Going On Here? 

1) Abraham appeals to the God who judges rightly and shows mercy (vv. 23–25) 

Abraham draws near to the Lord and asks a profound question. “Will You indeed sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked?” His words are not an accusation. They are an appeal 
to God’s character. Abraham knows the Lord as the One who is patient, compassionate, 
and just. He believes that God will always act in a way that is consistent with His nature. 
Abraham’s prayer reveals a deep understanding of who God is. He calls Him “the Judge of 
all the earth,” a title that acknowledges God’s authority over every nation and every 
person. Abraham’s boldness does not arise from entitlement. It arises from reverence. He 
prays with confidence because he trusts that God is both righteous and merciful. 

Abraham’s question also reflects a biblical pattern. God’s people throughout Scripture 
appeal to His character in prayer. Moses appeals to God’s covenant love after Israel’s 
rebellion. The psalmists appeal to His faithfulness and compassion in times of distress. 
Daniel appeals to God’s mercy when interceding for his people. Abraham stands in this 
tradition as one who knows that prayer is grounded not in human worthiness but in divine 
goodness. Abraham is not asking God to lower His standard of righteousness. He is asking 
God to act according to His revealed character, which always balances justice with mercy. 
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2) Abraham intercedes with compassion for the righteous within the city (vv. 26–32) 

Abraham’s continued plea, moving from fifty down to ten, is often misunderstood as 
bargaining. But the text shows that this is not manipulation. It is intercession. Abraham is 
pleading for the righteous who may be living in Sodom, concerned not only for Lot but for 
anyone who honors God in that corrupt place. His compassion is evident in every number 
he offers. With each request, Abraham believes more deeply that God delights in showing 
mercy whenever righteousness can be found. He is not trying to wear God down. He is 
revealing the depth of his own concern for human life. 

God responds to every request with grace. He agrees to spare the city for the sake of the 
righteous, even if there are only ten. This reveals something important about the heart of 
God. He takes no pleasure in judgment. He delights in mercy. His willingness to spare an 
entire city for the sake of a small group of faithful people demonstrates His patience and 
His desire for repentance. Abraham’s intercession highlights the relationship between a 
covenant partner and the God who listens. It teaches believers that prayer is not a futile 
exercise. It is the God-ordained means through which His people participate in His work. 

3) God acts with perfect justice while honoring Abraham’s prayers (v. 33) 

The passage concludes with God departing and Abraham returning home. The 
conversation ends not because God is weary of Abraham’s petitions, but because the 
purpose of the intercession has been fulfilled. Abraham has appealed to God’s justice. 
God has affirmed His mercy. The Lord will now act according to His perfect knowledge of 
Sodom. Abraham’s prayer does not change God’s character or alter His righteousness. 
Instead, it aligns Abraham’s heart with God’s compassion and justice. 

This moment prepares us for the events of Genesis 19. God will judge Sodom, but He will 
do so with precision and mercy. Lot will be rescued. The righteous will be spared. The 
wicked will face the consequence of their defiance. Abraham’s intercession shows that 
God invites His people to stand in the gap for others, to pray boldly, and to trust that He 
hears every plea. It teaches believers that prayer matters because God chooses to work 
through the prayers of His people. Abraham stands as an example of bold humility, trusting 
that the Judge of all the earth will always do what is right. 

Discussion Question 

What encourages you about Abraham’s bold yet humble prayer, and how does it shape 
your own intercession for others? 
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Possible Answers: 

• It shows we can approach God honestly and reverently 
• It reminds us that God listens to the concerns of His people 
• It encourages bold prayer grounded in God’s character 
• It inspires us to pray for those facing judgment or hardship 

Living Out God’s Grace Today 
A. Respond to God’s Nearness With Reverence and Service. 

God came near to Abraham in the heat of the day, not in a dramatic display of power but in 
calm, personal presence. The same God still draws near to His people today through His 
Spirit, His word, and the fellowship of the church. His presence calls for reverence. It 
invites us to slow down, to pay attention, and to recognize that every ordinary setting can 
become holy ground when God steps into it. Abraham honored God by running to greet 
Him and by offering the best he had. Worship is not confined to a sanctuary. It is expressed 
through a heart ready to serve, a posture of humility, and a willingness to give God our 
time, attention, and obedience. When God draws near, the appropriate response is awe 
that leads to action. 

B. Bring Your Doubts to the God Who Answers. 

Sarah laughed in unbelief, yet God met her with compassion rather than condemnation. 
The Lord understands the weight of long waiting and the ache of repeated disappointment. 
He knows how years of unanswered prayer can shape our expectations and weaken our 
hope. God did not rebuke Sarah in anger. Instead, He gently revealed her doubt and invited 
her to trust Him again. Scripture is full of people who wrestled with God’s promises. Moses 
questioned his calling. Gideon asked for signs. Thomas struggled to believe without seeing. 
Each time, God met His people with patience and truth. Bring your doubts to Him. He is not 
threatened by your questions. His aim is not to shame but to strengthen your faith. 

C. Let God Shape Your Heart Through Intercession. 

Abraham stood before the Lord on behalf of the people of Sodom. He stepped into the 
space between divine judgment and human need. Intercession is not simply asking God to 
act. It is allowing God to shape our heart to reflect His compassion. When we pray for the 
lost, when we plead for our cities, when we lift up the broken or rebellious, we are 
participating in the very heart of God. Prayer focuses our desires on God’s purposes. It 
turns our hearts outward in love. It helps us see people the way God sees them. Through 
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intercession, God softens our pride, expands our compassion, and aligns our will with His 
mission. Abraham teaches us that intercession is not an obligation. It is an invitation to join 
God in His redemptive work. 

D. Trust God’s Justice and Mercy in a Broken World. 

Sodom’s judgment reminds us that God does not ignore evil. He sees sin clearly, hears the 
cries of the oppressed, and acts with perfect righteousness. In a world where injustice 
often seems unchecked, this truth offers comfort. Abraham’s intercession in the same 
chapter shows the other side of God’s character. The Lord delights in mercy. He is patient 
and willing to spare for the sake of a few who honor Him. Both truths—justice and mercy—
define the heart of God. Believers must hold these truths together. We trust a God who 
never compromises His holiness and never diminishes His compassion. In Christ, the 
justice and mercy of God meet perfectly. When the world seems chaotic or unfair, trust the 
God who judges rightly and saves graciously. 

E. Walk in Confidence Knowing God Hears His People. 

Abraham’s conversation with God reveals the astonishing truth that the Lord listens to His 
children. He hears the cries of those who intercede. He responds with wisdom, patience, 
and compassion. Prayer is not a formality. It is a privilege. The God who created the 
universe bends His ear toward the prayers of His people. When you pray for a lost friend, 
God hears. When you plead for a prodigal child, God hears. When you cry out for a nation 
in turmoil, God hears. He may not act in the way or timing we expect, but He always acts 
according to His perfect knowledge and purpose. This truth gives confidence. Your prayers 
matter. They move the heart of God and help shape the world around you. Walk in that 
confidence. 

Conclusion: The God Who Comes Near and Listens With 
Compassion 

Genesis 18 reveals a God who steps into the lives of His people, speaks to their doubts, 
reaffirms His promises, and invites them into His work. He draws near to Abraham’s tent 
and near to Abraham’s heart. He listens to Abraham’s intercession and acts with perfect 
justice and mercy. The God who comes near in Genesis 18 is the same God who came near 
in Christ. In Him, God took on flesh, walked among His people, and bore the judgment our 
sins deserved. Today He still comes near through His Spirit and hears the prayers of those 
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who call on His name. He is the God who reassures, invites, listens, and redeems. His 
mercy is strong. His justice is sure. His promises stand firm. 

Closing Prayer 

Lord, thank You for being the God who comes near. You drew close to Abraham, and You 
draw close to us through Your Spirit and Your word. Teach us to honor Your presence with 
humility and obedience. Strengthen our faith when doubts rise, and remind us that nothing 
is too hard for You. Shape our hearts to intercede for others with compassion and 
confidence in Your justice and mercy. Help us trust Your character in all circumstances 
and walk with You in steady, daily devotion. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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