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A Straight Path in a Crooked World
Proverbs 3:5-6

Teacher’s Guide

Introduction: When the Road Ahead Is Bigger Than You
Expected

In March of 2017, a section of Interstate 85 in Atlanta collapsed after a fire raged
underneath the overpass. Overnight, one of the busiest highways in the Southeast was
suddenly impassable. The next morning, thousands of commuters began their usual drive
only to find barricades, flashing lights, and detour signs forcing them off the interstate. GPS
apps sent drivers down unfamiliar side streets. Neighborhood roads jammed with traffic
never meant for that volume. People who normally knew their route by heart found
themselves crawling through areas they had never driven before. What had once been
clear and familiar suddenly became confusing and unpredictable. A trip that usually took
twenty minutes stretched into an hour or more. One news outlet quoted a frustrated
commuter saying, “It feels like every road is an option, but none of them seem right.”

Nearly everyone in our church knows that feeling.

Life can take a turn that leaves you standing at a crossroads you did not expect. A job
changes. A child moves out. A diagnosis comes back. A marriage shifts. A season of
transition arrives. Seniors preparing to graduate feel this deeply, but they are not alone.
Adults of every age face decisions that feel larger than their understanding. The world is
loud with advice, full of options, and heavy with expectations. It is easy to take detours that
seem logical in the moment but later prove unwise. When the road ahead widens into a
dozen possible paths, confusion often replaces confidence.

Proverbs 3:5-6 speaks directly into moments like these. These verses are simple enough
for children to memorize, yet deep enough to guide believers for a lifetime. They call God’s
people to trust Him fully, to acknowledge Him consistently, and to rest in His promise to
make the path straight. They remind us that our understanding is limited, our perspective is
narrow, and our instincts can be unreliable. But God’s wisdom is limitless. His guidance is
dependable. His leadership is steady.



May 11 - May 17, 2026 GRADUATION EMPHASIS

For graduates stepping into a new season, and for adults walking through their own
uncertain crossroads, Proverbs 3:5-6 offers the clarity and confidence that human wisdom
cannot provide. It invites all of us to place the road ahead in the hands of the God who sees
the whole journey.

Opening Question

When have you faced a decision that felt overwhelming, and what helped you move
forward with confidence?

Possible Answers:
e Achoice about college, work, or a major
o Adifficult relationship decision
e Afinancial or family pressure
e Advice or Scripture that brought clarity
e Remembering how God guided in the past

I. Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart (v. 5)

What’s Going On Here?

1) Trust Requires Surrender, Not Half-Confidence

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”
Every word matters.

In Scripture the heartis not only emotion. It is the center of a person’s thinking, choosing,
and desiring. To trust God with all your heart means to bring every part of who you are
under His rule. It means placing the full weight of your decisions, hopes, fears, and future
on the Lord. Itis not casual agreement. It is surrender.

This kind of trust forms within relationship. Proverbs is a father speaking to a son, urging
him to walk with the God who has revealed Himself as faithful, wise, sovereign, and good.
Trust grows when God’s people remember who He is: Creator, Covenant-Keeper, and
Shepherd of His people. Trust is not built on mood or circumstance. It is built on the
character of God.

Trusting the Lord with all your heart requires more than easy faith in easy seasons. It
requires a willingness to trust when the way forward is unclear, when obedience feels
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costly, and when our instincts pull in another direction. It is the choice to rely on God
rather than on fear, pride, or self-reliance. Graduates and adults alike must learn that
wisdom begins not with expertise, but with dependence. The straight path begins where
surrender begins.

2) Trust Requires Letting Go of Our Own Understanding
“Do not lean on your own understanding.”

The picture is simple and powerful.
Leaning means relying on something to support you.
Scripture warns that human understanding cannot carry the full weight of life.

Human understanding is limited.

Itis shaped by limited vision, shifting emotions, and cultural influences that change with
every generation.

Itis like leaning on a cracked post. It may seem secure at first, but it will fail when pressure
increases.

The Bible gives clear illustrations of this danger.

e Eve trusted her own evaluation of the fruit rather than God’s command.

e Saultrusted his reasoning at Gilgal instead of waiting for Samuel.

e Peter trusted instinct when he rebuked Jesus, not realizing that his “logic” opposed
the will of God.

In each case, leaning on personal judgment led away from God’s path.

Our culture constantly encourages people to “trust yourself,” “follow your heart,” and “do
what seems right.” Scripture calls believers higher. God wants His people to bring their
thinking under His Word and allow His wisdom to shape every decision. Graduates face
this pressure, but so does every adult. The world offers many paths that look good at first
glance but lead to confusion later.

Proverbs teaches that the life God blesses is the life built on divine wisdom, not human
insight. Wisdom begins where self-reliance ends. When God’s people stop leaning on their
own understanding and rest their lives on God’s truth, the path becomes steady and clear.
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Discussion Question

Why is it harder to trust God fully than to trust Him partially, especially in seasons of
transition?

Possible Answers:

Fear makes us cling to control

We prefer solutions we can see immediately
Personal desires can cloud spiritual wisdom
Trusting God requires humility and patience

Il. Acknowledge Him in All Your Ways (v. 6)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God calls His people to recognize His lordship in every part of life.

To “acknowledge Him” is far more than giving God a polite nod when life becomes
complicated. The word carries the idea of knowing the Lord deeply, seeking Him
intentionally, and bringing every area of life under His direction. This acknowledgment is
active rather than automatic. It involves praying with sincerity, searching Scripture with
expectation, and welcoming godly counsel rather than making choices in isolation.

Proverbs challenges the idea that God only speaks into “spiritual” concerns. Scripture
presents a God who claims every corner of a believer’s life. He cares about how we build
relationships, handle responsibilities, approach money, choose work, respond to
temptation, and pursue future goals. There is no decision too ordinary or too overwhelming
for His wisdom.

This truth is vital for graduates stepping into unknown territory, and it is just as important
for adults navigating the complexities of work, family, and daily life. To acknowledge the

Lord in all your ways is to say with your heart and actions, “God, You have authority over
this step. Lead me.” Every direction becomes an opportunity to honor Him.

2) God calls His people to seek His wisdom before leaning on their own.

Acknowledging God is inseparable from hearing His voice through His Word. Scripture is
where God reveals His character and His commands. It provides the clarity, correction,
and stability believers need for wise decisions. Those who acknowledge God treat the
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Word as their compass, not their backup plan. They bring choices to the truth of Scripture
and allow God’s wisdom to correct impulses, refine desires, and prevent missteps.

Proverbs draws a clear line between the path of wisdom and the path of folly. The world
offers advice grounded in emotion, personalinstinct, or cultural trend. Scripture offers a
foundation grounded in God’s unchanging truth. Graduates are surrounded by messages
that encourage them to “trust themselves.” Adults encounter similar pressures in different
forms. Acknowledging God means choosing His wisdom over personal opinion and His
direction over popular opinion. This path brings peace, clarity, and confidence because it
is anchored in God rather than self.

Discussion Question

What does it look like in practical terms to acknowledge God in “all your ways”?
Possible Answers:

e Seeking direction through Scripture

e Praying before making decisions

e Inviting godly voices into important choices

e Rejecting paths that conflict with God’s commands
e Choosing obedience even when it requires sacrifice

lll. He Will Make Your Paths Straight (v. 6)

What’s Going On Here?

1) God calls His people to trust His promise to guide their steps when they depend on
Him.

The final phrase, “He will make your paths straight,” is not a poetic flourish. It is a covenant
promise. In the ancient world, a straight path referred to a road cleared of obstacles,
leveled for travel, and marked clearly so that the traveler would not lose direction. God is
not promising an easy journey, but He is promising a guided one. He pledges to remove
confusion, provide clarity, and lead His people toward His purpose when they trust Him
with all their heart and acknowledge Him in every part of life.

This promise rests on relationship. God does not give direction to the detached or casual
follower. He guides the one who leans on Him rather than on self. When graduates place
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their future in God’s hands, they can walk forward without fear, even if they cannot see
every step. When families seek God’s wisdom in their home, they receive the stability He
provides. When adults acknowledge God in their work, finances, relationships, and
responsibilities, He directs their way with a wisdom greater than human ingenuity. God
straightens the path for those who rely on Him.

2) God calls His people to trust His wisdom even when His straight path includes
difficulty.

A straight path does not mean a smooth or painless journey. Scripture is filled with
believers who walked in the will of God and still faced difficulty. Joseph followed God
faithfully, yet his path led through betrayal, slavery, and prison before God raised him to
influence in Egypt. Daniel’s faithfulness brought him into a lion’s den, yet God preserved
him and honored his integrity. Paul obeyed Christ wholeheartedly, yet he experienced
hardship, persecution, and imprisonment while carrying the gospel across the Roman
world. Their paths were not easy, but they were straight. They were led by God and filled
with His purpose.

Every believer will experience seasons of challenge. Graduates will face setbacks,
disappointments, and decisions that stretch them. Adults will encounter pressure, trial,
and unexpected turns. Yet the promise of Proverbs 3 remains steady. God makes the path
straight by keeping His people near His will, guarding them from destructive decisions, and
leading them toward what is ultimately good. A straight path means the assurance of
God’s guidance, not the absence of adversity. He directs the steps of all who trust Him,
even when the journey includes valleys as well as victories.

Discussion Question

What does it mean for God to “make your path straight,” and how should that truth shape
the way we approach the future?

Possible Answers:

e Trusting God to remove confusion even when circumstances look unclear
e Believing God leads toward His purpose, not our preferences

e Restingin the truth that God directs the obedient heart

e Walking with confidence because God goes before us

e Seeking His will instead of forcing our own way
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Living Out God’s Grace Today

A. Trust God more than your own instincts.

Human understanding is shaped by limited perspective, influenced by emotion, and
clouded by sin. Scripture warns repeatedly that instincts alone cannot carry the weight of
life. Eve trusted her eyes in the garden. Samson trusted his impulses and lost his strength.
Peter trusted his feelings and opposed Jesus’ mission. In each case, instinct pointed in the
wrong direction.

God’s wisdom, by contrast, reaches beyond time, emotion, and circumstance. He sees
every outcome, every consequence, and every unseen detail. Trusting God more than our
own instincts does not mean ignoring reason. It means allowing Scripture, prayer, and the
Spirit’s guidance to correct and direct us. True wisdom grows when God’s people pause
long enough to ask, “What does the Lord say about this?” rather than moving forward on
impulse.

B. Invite God into every decision.

Proverbs 3:6 calls believers to acknowledge God “in all your ways,” not just in the big or
spiritual decisions. Scripture presents every choice—large or small—as part of a person’s
path. The friendships we choose, the habits we form, the words we speak, the money we
spend, and the plans we make all shape the road we walk.

Inviting God into every decision means refusing to live with spiritual compartments. It
means praying before choices are made, not after consequences arrive. It means asking
for wisdom in daily matters as well as life-changing ones. Whether choosing a major, a job,
a spouse, a financial path, or a response to conflict, believers honor God when they seek
His presence and guidance without holding anything back.

C. Seek wisdom from Scripture before seeking advice from culture.

Culture offers advice that shifts with trends and emotions. What seems wise today is often
dismissed tomorrow. Scripture, on the other hand, remains steady. The Word of God has
guided believers through every generation, shaping lives that withstand pressure and
temptation. Psalm 119 teaches that God’s Word brings understanding, clarity, and
direction. Jesus used Scripture to confront temptation. The early church devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching to stay anchored in truth.
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A straight path begins by submitting every question to Scripture. Only God’s Word can
expose the desires that mislead us, set boundaries around what is right, and give vision for
a life that honors Him. Wise believers consult Scripture first, not last. Cultural advice is
considered only after it has been filtered through biblical truth.

D. Be willing to obey even when obedience requires sacrifice.

Acknowledging God in all our ways often demands choices that are difficult. Daniel obeyed
God when obedience meant facing lions. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego obeyed God
when obedience meant standing before a furnace. Joseph honored God when obedience
meant suffering injustice. Their stories reveal that obedience is not always the easiest
road, but it is always the safest one spiritually.

Graduates and adults alike must learn this early and remember it often. Integrity may cost
advancement. Purity may cost approval. Honesty may cost opportunity. Faithfulness may
cost comfort. Yet every believer who chooses obedience discovers that God honors those
who honor Him. Sacrifice in the short term leads to blessing in the long term, because
obedience places a person under the covering of God’s wisdom.

E. Trust that God will lead you exactly where He wants you.

Proverbs 3:6 promises that God will make the path straight for those who trust Him. This
does not mean life will be free from hardship, but it does mean God will never abandon His
people to wander without direction. Scripture shows that God led Abraham to the land of
promise, Joseph to a place of influence, Ruth into the family line of the Messiah, and Paul
to the mission fields God prepared for him.

The future is uncertain from our perspective, but God’s faithfulness is not uncertain. He
guides patiently, protects faithfully, and directs perfectly. Believers who trust Him can walk
forward with confidence, knowing that He is not only with them in the present but also
ahead of them in the future. The God who formed the path is the God who will lead His
people along it.

Conclusion: The Path God Straightens

Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds believers that the safest path is the one God directs. Graduates
step into a world filled with options, expectations, and pressures. The church walks
through its own decisions and uncertainties. This passage calls everyone to trust God
deeply, acknowledge Him consistently, and rest in His promise to guide them. Our
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understanding is limited. God’s wisdom is limitless. He will make the path straight for all
who follow Him with a faithful heart.

Closing Prayer

Lord, thank You that You guide every step of those who trust You. Teach us to rely on Your
wisdom rather than our own understanding. Help our graduates, families, and church walk
in Your ways with confidence and courage. Lead us on a path that honors You and
accomplishes Your purpose. In Jesus’
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