May 11 - May 17, 2026 GRADUATION EMPHASIS

A Straight Path in a Crooked World

Proverbs 3:5-6

Student Devotion

Every follower of Christ reaches moments that feel uncertain. The road ahead splits in too
many directions. Culture pushes one way. Emotions pull another. Expectations crowd in.
What once felt clear now feels confusing.

Proverbs 3:5-6 speaks directly into that kind of season. These verses are more than
familiar words. They are promises that carry the weight of God’s wisdom. This week you
will walk slowly through this truth and learn how to trust the Lord, acknowledge Him in
everything, and walk the path He makes straight.

Day 1: Trust Requires More Than Agreement

“Trustin the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5a)

Think About It:
Trust does not begin in the head. It begins in the heart. And in Scripture, the heartis not
only about emotion. It includes your desires, your choices, and the direction of your life.

To trust God with all your heart means surrender. It means placing the full weight of your
plans, questions, and future into His hands. It does not mean you ignore your feelings or
stop thinking. It means you choose to believe that His wisdom is better than your instinct.

This kind of trust cannot grow unless you remember who God is. He is faithful. He is near.
He has never lied. His words are good. His plans are steady. Graduates and adults alike
will face moments when logic and pressure point one way, and God’s Word calls for
another. Trust walks in the direction of God’s Word even when everything else says, “You
should fix this yourself.”

Pray It:
Lord, I want to trust You with my whole heart. Teach me how to stop holding back and to
believe that You will be faithful.
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Do It:
What is one area of your life where you’ve been afraid to trust God completely? Write it
down. Say itin prayer today.

Day 2: Stop Leaning on What Cannot Hold You

“Do not lean on your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5b)

Think About It:
Leaning implies pressure. You lean on what you believe will hold your weight. Proverbs
warns you to be careful where you lean.

Human understanding cannot carry the pressure of life. It shifts. It breaks. It reacts to
emotion, impulse, and cultural trends. It might feel right in the moment and still fall apart
later.

The Bible gives many examples. Eve leaned on her evaluation of the fruit. Saul leaned on
strategy at Gilgal. Peter leaned on instinct and tried to redirect Jesus Himself. Each time,
leaning on personal understanding led away from God.

God’s wisdom does not fail. His truth does not crack. The person who stops leaning on
themselves and begins listening to the Lord will find that God gives direction with
steadiness and care.

Pray It:
God, help me stop depending on what | think is right and start building my life on what You
have already said.

Do It:
Before making any important choice this week, pause and ask, “Am | leaning on my opinion
or listening to God’s voice?”

Day 3: Acknowledge God in Every Area

“In all your ways acknowledge Him.” (Proverbs 3:6a)

Think About It:
Acknowledging God is more than giving Him credit. It means bringing every part of life
under His authority. Every relationship. Every decision. Every part of your future.
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The word “acknowledge” points to knowing God deeply and walking with Him intentionally.
It means asking, “What honors the Lord in this?” before the decision is already made.

This kind of life is not only for graduates, students, or pastors. It is for every person who
belongs to God. Every choice is spiritual. Every direction is connected to your walk with the
Lord.

God does not stay in church services or spiritual moments. He enters classrooms, offices,
living rooms, and friendships. He speaks through His Word. He sends wise voices to speak
into your path. He is ready to lead—if you are ready to listen.

Pray It:
Lord, | want every step | take to reflect You. Speak into my schedule, my friendships, and
my plans.

Do It:
Choose one area of your life where you rarely think about God’s direction. Invite Him into it
today in prayer.

Day 4: Let God Straighten What You Cannot

“And He will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:6b)

Think About It:
God does not promise an easy path. He promises a guided one.

In the ancient world, a straight path was a cleared road. It was leveled, marked, and made
safe for the traveler. That is the picture Proverbs gives. God will guide your steps, clear your
direction, and remove what would lead you off course—when you trust Him fully and
submit to His ways.

This promise does not mean you will avoid hardship. Joseph walked a straight path that led
through betrayal. Daniel walked a straight path that went into a lion’s den. Paul followed
Christ and ended up in prison. Their paths were not smooth, but they were directed by
God.

When you choose obedience, God will lead. When you trust His Word, He will guide. When
you place your life in His hands, He will carry you through valleys and victories alike.
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Pray It:
God, | believe You can lead me with wisdom and grace. Make my path clear, and give me
courage to keep walking even when | cannot see the end.

Do It:
Think about an area where you need direction. Ask God to straighten the path. Then write
down one next step you can take in obedience.

Day 5: The Way Forward Begins with Worship

“Trustin the Lord...” (Proverbs 3:5a)

Think About It:
Everything in Proverbs 3:5-6 flows from this first phrase. The person who trusts in the Lord
is not focused on clarity first. They are focused on worship.

This kind of trust is shaped in prayer. It is deepened in worship. It is confirmed in Scripture.
The path ahead becomes straight only when the heart bows first.

The mostimportant decision you will make in any season is to walk with God. Trust grows
where worship takes root. Obedience becomes possible when trust is real. Direction
becomes clearer when your heart is surrendered.

Before you ask for answers, stop and seek the One who gives them. Before you chase
direction, lift your eyes to the Lord.

Pray It:
Lord, center my heart in worship. Let my trust grow from remembering who You are and
what You have already done.

Do It:
Set aside five minutes today for quiet worship. No requests. No pressure. Just praise.

Conclusion: A Straight Path in a Crooked World
Life will take you into places that feel uncertain. Culture will offer voices that sound wise.

Emotion will pull your heart in fast directions. But God still speaks. His Word still holds. His
wisdom still leads.
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Proverbs 3:5-6 calls you to trust God with your whole heart, to stop leaning on your
understanding, to seek Him in every way, and to rest in His promise to guide your path.

He will make the way clear for the person who walks closely with Him. You do not have to
find your way alone.

See you Sunday.



	A Straight Path in a Crooked World
	Day 1: Trust Requires More Than Agreement
	Day 2: Stop Leaning on What Cannot Hold You
	Day 3: Acknowledge God in Every Area
	Day 4: Let God Straighten What You Cannot
	Day 5: The Way Forward Begins with Worship
	Conclusion: A Straight Path in a Crooked World


